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Maximise Your Pool  
Enjoyment

Needs based solutions for your pool

270 New Line Road Dural NSW 2158
02 9651 4799
info@duralpoolshop.com.au
www.duralpoolshop.com.au

Air Perfection  
Air Conditioning 
Sales, Service & Installation

0427 305 247
airperfection247@gmail.com

SENIORS DISCOUNT

The Dooral Roundup loves 
to receive contributions from 
our community!
Guidelines for contributors:

• Please send stories in editable text, eg Word 
or email (no PDFs), maximum 250 words.

• Please email pictures as separate files 
(not embedded into Word document).

• Deadline for community stories: 
15th of the month.

• Deadline for advertisers providing your own art: 
22nd of the month.

• The paper is distributed in the first few days of 
the new month.

Our beloved "FREE" paper is paid for by our 
loyal advertisers.

Support our advertisers and their local 
businesses by buying their products 
and services!

If you are promoting an event with paid 
ticket sales, consider taking out an 
advertisement, however small.

Not for profit events can have a 30 word listing 
in "What's On."

ANZAC Day Service at 
ANZAC Jawan Cenotaph 
Unites Community
by Anand Manickam JP, 
Vice President, Hindu Council (NSW)

The Australia India Cenotaph 
Committee (AICC), a Hindu Council of 
Australia project, hosted a moving 
ANZAC Day Service at the ANZAC 
Jawan Cenotaph in Cherrybrook. 
Commemorating the 111th 
anniversary of the Gallipoli landing, 
the event was delivered in partnership 
with the Hornsby RSL Sub-Branch to 
honor the shared sacrifices of 
Australian and Indian soldiers.

Mr. Sai Paravastu, National President 
of the Hindu Council of Australia, 
opened the service by highlighting the 
cenotaph’s significance to Australia–
India military heritage. Mr. Anand 
Manickam, Vice President of the AICC, 
served as Master of Ceremonies, 
ensuring a dignified program.

The ceremony featured federal, 
state, and local representatives, 
multicultural community leaders, and the 
Australian Army Cadets – 202 Unit, 
led by CAPT (AAC) Natalie Jackson, 

who mounted the Catafalque Party. Distinguished speakers included 
Julian Leeser MP, Dr. Nirav Kumar (Deputy Consul General of India), 
Capt. Smriti Murali Krishna (ADF Chaplain), and Murray Norman 
(CEO of Faith NSW).

Supported by the Hornsby Shire Council, Cherrybrook 
Technology High School, and the IABBV Hindi School, the service 
included interfaith prayers, hymns, and a Wreath Laying Ceremony. 
The Ode of Remembrance, Last Post, and the national anthems of 
Australia and India concluded the event. 

The ANZAC Jawan Cenotaph in Cherrybrook is recognised as a 
NSW memorial dedicated specifically to ANZAC soldiers of Indian 
heritage, and the cenotaph continues to stand as a powerful symbol 
of shared history, friendship, and remembrance.



 (02) 80440358                   

Why Families
Choose Us

Our Promise
to Your Family

Our caregivers are carefully
selected, trained, and supervised
to provide reliable and
compassionate care.

We focus on safety, respect, and
emotional well-being while
helping clients maintain
independence and comfort in
their own homes.

We promise clear
communication, flexible

scheduling, and personalized
service. Your loved one’s

comfort, dignity, and happiness
are always our top priorities.

Let’s Care
Together
Contact us today to learn how our
home care services can support your
family.

www.sinceroability.com.au

42 Campbell Ave , Normanhurst
, 2076 Nsw 

Deserve the
Best Care

Contact Us !
0477705355

Trusted Home 
Care for the 
Ones You Love
Our home care services provide 
reliable, personalized support for 
seniors, individuals with special 
needs, and families who want 
peace of mind every day.

OUR SERVICES

• �Personal care 
assistance

• �Companionship
• �Medication 
reminders

• Mobility support
• Meal preparation
• Light housekeeping
• �Family support 
services

Glenorie, NSW 2157
(02) 80440 358
www.sinceroability.com.au

Specialising in 
Bathroom 

Renovations

0427 591 675
accounts@rjbc.com.au

 

 Over 30 years of experience in bathroom renovations



James can help you by
•   Representing you in the NSW Parliament

•   Assisting you to access State services

•   Communicating your issues to  
the relevant Ministers

•   Organising Justice of the Peace  
applications

•   Recognising Community 
Achievements

Contact James

James Wallace MP
Member for Hornsby

  (02) 9476 3411      hornsby@parliament.nsw.gov.au     
  PO Box 1687, Hornsby Westfield NSW 1635

Authorised by James Wallace MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.
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Cherrybrook Probus 
Ponderings – a New 
Master or Master Chef?
Recently The Combined Probus 
Club of Cherrybrook celebrated 
its Changeover Lunch 
inducting President Steve 
and his new Management 
Committee. Attendance was 
wonderful with 100 
members sharing the 
occasion and eagerly 
anticipating the coming 12 
months. Due to Steve’s interest 
in cooking he was dubbed Chief 
Chef with resounding cries of 
‘Yes Chef’ heralding in a good year.

Our first meeting welcomed an 
outstanding guest speaker Chris who 
spoke with authority and clarity on the 
unfolding situations in Ukraine and the 
Middle East to an enthralled audience.

Special monthly events were a 
Coach Trip with lunch to Warragamba 
Dam, a walk from Kellyville to Rouse 
Hill followed by another lovely lunch, 
our Happy Hour in Cherrybrook, an 
‘Opal’ train trip to Kiama and theatre 
outings to ‘Cleudo’ and ‘The Graduate’.

Upcoming events include 
Ten Pin Bowling, visiting 

The Penrith Printing 
Museum, The Lion King 
and the Quarantine 
Station at Manly.

All regular activities 
including golf, bowls, 

craft group, book club, 
games and money 

matters continue with 
strong support.

If you are active retirees or even 
semi-retired and have promised 
yourselves to get out, meet new people 
and have new experiences the 
Combined Probus Club of Cherrybrook 
could be for you.

Our meetings are held at the 
Cherrybrook Community and Cultural 
Centre on the first Thursday of 
each month. For current information 
please contact Vicki on 0417 200 351. 
We look forward to warmly welcoming 
you to our Probus Club to share the 
good times.

Combined Probus 
Club of Kenthurst
At its April meeting Kenthurst 
Probus Club returned to its usual 
format with a Guest Speaker: 
on this occasion members were 
addressed by Lindsay May, 
from the Sydney Maritime 
Museum, who spoke about the 
Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. 
Lindsay has had a vast 
experience of competing as a 
crew member in the race over many years including 
crewing as the navigator. As he explained, navigating 
is not just a matter of pointing the vessel in a 
Southerly direction and hoping for a fair wind: 
these days navigators make use of modern 
technology to plot a course, taking advantage of 
ocean currents, wind patterns and tides. His talk was 
well received by Members and Visitors present.

The Club has a program of events in the 
foreseeable future: from an outing for Putt Putt Golf, 
a bus and ferry excursion to Cockatoo Island, 
theatre parties, and an expedition to the ANSTO 
facility at Lucas Heights.

Meetings are held in the Uniting Church Building 
on the corner of Jones Road and Kenthurst Road 
at 9.30 AM on the third Monday of each month: 
visitors are always welcome. Enquiries can be made 
to Rosalie Chaloner at 041 911 917.

1300 100 247 nursenextdoor.com.au

•	Disability Support

•	In-Home Nursing

•	24/7 Home Care

•	Companionship

•	Aged Care

•	Personal Care

•	Complex Care

•	And much more. . .

Locals looking after Locals.

From the Hills to the Hawkesbury.
Making Lives Better®
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EXPLORE RETIREMENT L IV ING 

Enjoy
a warm
welcome
Come along to our
Open Days in The Hills
Bring your friends and family along for a village tour, see our 
homes for sale and experience our vibrant communities.

Cherrybrook
Gardens
Retirement Village
10 Casuarina Drive, 
Cherrybrook

Friday, 15 May 2026
10am - 12pm
Homes from $765,000*

The Lakes of
Cherrybrook
Retirement Village
10 Kenburn Avenue, 
Cherrybrook

Friday, 22 May 2026
10am - 12pm
Homes from $925,000*

Rowland
Retirement
Village, Galston
301 Galston Road, 
Galston

Friday, 29 May 2026
10am - 12pm
Homes from $520,000*

*Prices correct at time of printing on 24/04/2026 and are subject to change.

Scan the QR code 
to RSVP today!

Cafe
Now
Open
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WHY CHOOSE EARTHWISE?
• 10+ years' industry experience
• Council-compliant reporting 
• Practical, cost-effective solutions

Unsewered Area?
Septic Issues?
On-site Wastewater Management

E team@earthwiseenvironmental.com.au

W earthwiseenvironmental.com.au

Building, renovating, or 
need a Section 68 
council approval?

We deliver fast, 
compliant wastewater 
reports.

Call us on (02) 4288 4498

• New builds
• Renovations
• Failing systems

OAKHILL VILLAGE
Shop 11/83 David Road Castle Hill, NSW 2154

DINE IN & TAKEAWAY

 (02) 9680 7979

Monday | Closed
Tue, Wed, Thurs, Sun | 4:30pm - 9:00pm
Fri & Sat | 4:30pm - 9:30pm

NOW
OPEN!

www.thepizzapastakitchen.com.au

Find out more!

NOW  
DELIVERING 

WITH 

L-R: Lara van der Wall, Charles Mouyat 
with Julian Leeser cutting the ribbon. 

Hornsby Mayor Warren Waddell 
giving a toast to Studio Nero.

Guests arrive for the grand opening of 
Studio Nero.

L-R: Julian Leeser, Charles 
Mouyat, Warren Kirby and 
James Wallace.

Hilarious speech by MC 
comedian Vince Sorrenti.

Entertainment by musicians Zane Banks 
(left), and Ian Moss of Cold Chisel.

At the peak of a design career that 
includes illustration, graphic design, 
photography and videography, Charles 
turned his creativity to fine art and 
mastering portrait painting. All of these 
disciplines enjoy a harmonious interplay 
in Studio Nero’s brand new Cyclorama 
Studio +Art Gallery.

Motosphereº
The beating heart of Studio Nero is 
Motosphere°, a 13 x 7 x 3 metre bespoke 
cyclorama with integrated vehicle turn-
table. Charles’ professional specialty is 
producing premium motor vehicle imag-
ery, and this facility was literally designed 
from the ground up to produce knockout 
portraits and video of prestige vehicles. 

A fully enclosed space designed to 
bounce light back at the subject, Moto-
sphereº is one of only two commercial 
studios with built-in turntable available 
for hire in Australia (the other is in Mel-
bourne). This facility is singular because 
the true 360º envelope eliminates 
unwanted reflections from every angle, 
including the rear, providing photogra-
phers with shooting flexibility that is simply 
unmatched.

Follow Motosphere° on Instagram  
@motosphere_dural

If you’d love a set of breathtaking portraits 
of your special ride, Studio Nero offers 
packages for photography and video. 
Come for a club day with friends, or arrive 
solo for extra special treatment. There’s 
loads of off-street parking. Studio Nero 
is also available for photographers and 
videographers to hire by the day, or half-
day. And it’s not all about motor vehicles 
— Studio Nero is available for portraiture, 
product, music videos and fashion shoots. 

Learn more at www.studionero.com.au, 
or phone for a chat! Inspections of the 
studio are welcome by appointment on 
0407 110077.

During a busy day of photography, you’ll 
need fuel for your crew. Studio Nero 
recommends the popular Benzin Cafe 
in Dural as their catering partner. Order 
your catering at benzincafe.com.au and 
have it delivered for shoot day.

Art Gallery
The new Studio Nero also features a 
bright gallery to display fine art. Having 
been hung twice in the Archibald Prize, 
Charles is currently building up a body of 
work for a solo exhibition. Studio Nero’s 
boutique gallery is an intimate public 
exhibition space for works in progress. 

Future artistic plans include hosting 
life-drawing groups in the cyclorama, 
and plein-air sessions in the gorgeous 
garden surrounds. Artists, stay tuned!

It’s said that “If you love what you do, you’ll 
never work a day in your life.” For Charles 
and Lara, every day at Studio Nero is an 
adventure in creativity and beauty. 

Open Days at Studio Nero
As a part of our introductory celebra-
tions, Studio Nero is hosting Open Days 

for those curious to inspect the excep-
tional new facility!

Drop by on Saturday 9 May or Sunday 
17 May, between 10am and 3pm. Charles 
and Lara will be delighted to welcome 
you and give you a tour. There’s plenty 
of parking, so drive right in.

Please note: Studio Nero is a precision fa-
cility with highly technical installations and 
original works of art. There is no safe area 
for children so please ensure children and 
pets are kept under strict supervision. 

NEW Cyclorama  
Studio +Art Gallery  
NOW OPEN IN DURAL

Cyclorama Studio  
+Art Gallery
1007 Old Northern Road Dural 2158 

Opening Hours – BY APPOINTMENT.
Studio Nero is situated within private 
property. 

Please phone to book an appointment.
0407 11 00 77

 hello@studionero.com.au
 www.studionero.com.au
 @motosphere_dural
 @studionero_dural

True 360º envelope eliminates unwanted 
reflections from every angle

Charles’ Archibald finalist portrait of Australian 
quantum physicist, Michelle Simmons.

Breathtaking 
professional studio 
in Dural

When young Charles Mouyat was growing up in Dural, he never dreamed his 
parents’ beloved family home would one day become his own legacy to cherish 
and enhance. Together with his graphic designer wife Lara van der Wall, Charles 
has built a breathtaking professional studio on their Dural property.
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New committee for 
Coonara Cherrybrook 
Probus Club
The club elected Leonie Lawson as President at 
our recent Annual General Meeting.

We are an active club and welcome new members. 
For membership enquiries, please contact 
Sue by email at ccprobus2@gmail.com

Are you retired and now 
possibly bored or lonely? Are 
you semi retired and planning 
what you will do when you 
are completely retired? If so, 
Glenhaven Probus has the 
answer for you.

We are fun group and yes, we do go out to eat 
often but it is range of activities we provide that 
you would enjoy.

We offer darts, golf , movie/theatre visits, croquet, 
Leisure walking cards, craft, photography, book club, 
garden club and other social activities that may 
interest you. Our aim is always for everyone to 
have fun, build friendships and keep active in both 
brain and body.

Our meetings provide Member speaker talks and 
outside speakers who cover a range of interesting talks.

There are regular outings, and trips. We’re off 
to Sth Australia in May, Jazz picnic at Government 
House. OPAL cards are used regularly for visits to 
interesting places in the city and further afield. 
Bus day tours are popular. Come long and try us out.

Contact Robyn our secretary by email or just turn 
up at a meeting on the second Tuesday of the 
month at Castle hill Bowling Club at 10.30am 
secretary.glenhaven.probus@gmail.com

Round Corner Dural Probus ClubGlenhaven Probus
Come join the Round Corner Dural Probus Club and connect with new 
people to make your retirement truly enjoyable!

We get together every second Monday at 9:30 am at the Galston Club.
At our last meeting, as it was our AGM, we didn’t invite a 

guest speaker, so after our usual reports, our regular joke master kept 
us laughing with some light-hearted and funny stories. After a break 
for morning tea, we held our AGM and elected the committee for the 
year ahead. Since we wrapped up the formalities early, we split into 
groups for a fun and challenging game of trivia.

Recently, for our planned activities, our members travelled to the 
Hawkesbury area. We had time to wander through Windsor’s historic streets 
before meeting for lunch at the Church Bar. The Hawkesbury is always a hit, 
offering delicious food and beautiful scenery.

A week later, we relaxed outdoors with a picnic at Turkeys Nest Reserve in 
Beaumont Hills. The lovely spot has picnic shelters, walking paths, and a viewing 
platform overlooking the duck pond.

We’re excited to welcome new members and visitors. If you have any 
questions, please contact us via email at rcdprobus@gmail.com or give 
Lei a call at 0412 585 741.

DURA L

For Everything She Gives, 
Give Mum A Moment to Herself
May is a time when many families pause to celebrate the mothers, 
grandmothers and special women who give so much to those around 
them. While flowers, chocolates and lunch outings are always appreciated, 
many mums would quietly tell you that what they truly need is something 
far more valuable - a moment to herself.

Modern motherhood often comes with an invisible load. Beyond the 
daily tasks are the things many people don’t always see: the planning, 
remembering, organising, caring and emotional support that keeps family 
life moving. It is rewarding work, but it can also be exhausting.

At City Cave Float & Wellness Centre, we often meet women who are 
carrying a great deal while placing their own wellbeing at the bottom of the 
list. They are used to putting everyone else first. Over time, that constant 
giving can lead to physical tension, mental fatigue and difficulty switching off.

That is why experiences centred around rest and recovery are 
becoming such meaningful gifts.

Float therapy offers a rare opportunity to completely step away from 
noise, screens and constant demands. In a private open float pool filled 
with warm, magnesium-rich water, the body is fully supported in a 
weightless environment. Muscles can relax, the mind can slow down and 
many guests describe the experience as the closest thing to pressing reset.

For mums who hold stress in the body, massage can also be a powerful 
way to unwind. Tight shoulders, aching backs and general fatigue often 
begin to soften when someone else is taking care of them for a change.

Some guests choose a float, others choose massage or sauna, and many 
love combining experiences for the ultimate wellness escape. The beauty of 
gifting wellbeing is that it can be tailored to what mum needs most.

Most mothers do not ask for much. They simply keep showing up, day 
after day, for the people they love. Sometimes the most thoughtful gift is not 
another item to unwrap, but a moment to breathe, recharge and feel cared for.

This May, consider giving mum something she will truly feel.

To learn more or purchase a gift card, visit City Cave Float & Wellness 
Centre at Dural and discover why a moment to herself may be the 
most meaningful gift of all. www.citycave.com.au/dural

A D V E R T O R I A L



Croquet Players from the Hills and 
Hawkesbury Districts Shine at 
Cheltenham Recreation Club
The Cheltenham Recreation Club situated at 60-74 
The Crescent, Cheltenham has the only croquet lawns close to 
the Hills & Hawkesbury districts and members of the club that 
reside in the Hills & Hawkesbury are winners.

Susan Parry from Glenorie won the Division 3 Championship with 
Deb Lawton from West Pennant Hills Runner Up. Deb’s husband Rob 
Lawton did well as Runner Up in both the Handicap Singles and the 
Fay Rampling Comp and won the Doreen Dyce Good Member Award. 
Deb and Rob are both ex-golfers as is Sue Plaister from Pennant 
Hills who won the Bronze Award for Most Improved Newcomer. 
Bruce Kelshaw from the Gables was the winner of the Fay Rampling.

David Capple of Dural was the winner with our President 
Janelle Wood in the Select Your Own Partner and Warren Whyte of 
Castle with Ann Woods won the John Goodman Shield.

Croquet is a great game for the mind and the body and we 
find we are attracting a lot of ex-golfers who adapt very well to 
the game.

We have morning and afternoon social games and as you can 
see lots of competitions if you like a challenge. We also have Mollys 
Pavillion Cafe where you can enjoy coffee, breakfast and lunch and 
the only Real Tennis Court in NSW and Tennis.

Visit our website www.thecheltenhamclub.com.au

C O U N C I L  N E W S

Show The Hills through Your 
Lens to Win
Entries to the 2027 Waste and Recycling Calendar Competition 
are now open.

This is a wonderful opportunity for both aspiring and 
experienced photographers to capture the landscapes and unique 
characteristics that make our community so special.

Thirteen images will be selected, including a standout front 
cover winner who will receive a $100 Coles/Myer gift card. 
Each monthly winner will receive a $50 voucher.

Entries close on 30th June 2026. Images must be taken within the 
past two years, within the Shire, and must not include people or faces.

To enter, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au and search for 
‘Waste Calendar Photo Competition’.

Year One Reading Club
Do you know a child in Year One at school this year? The Year 
One Reading Club is a fun and rewarding way to help kids build a 
love of reading, with logbooks, stickers for every visit, and prizes 
along the way.

Sign up today at Dural Library or any Hills Shire Library branch.
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READY TO MOVE IN, 
NOW SELLING

Welcome to Hillview, an exclusive residential community 
of 36 free‑standing homes, perfectly positioned in the leafy 
heart of West Pennant Hills. Designed to support a relaxed 

lifestyle, Hillview offers a peaceful sense of retreat while keeping 
you effortlessly connected.

Enjoy easy access to Castle Hill and Cherrybrook Metro 
stations and Castle Towers Shopping Centre, home to an 

excellent selection of cafés, restaurants and dining destinations 
— all just moments from your door.

A thoughtfully balanced lifestyle is encouraged through 
nearby walking trails, parklands and tennis courts, ideal for 

low‑impact exercise and social enjoyment.

THEHILLSVIEW.COM.AU

SALES ENQUIRIES 
1800 373 328

15 HILL ROAD, WEST PENNANT HILLS
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Our Draft Delivery Program and Operational 
Plan is currently on public exhibition. This 
important document outlines the many 
projects and initiatives Council will work on 
over the next four years, and I encourage you 
to share your feedback before 11 May. It sets 
out how Council will continue investing in 
community facilities, parks, open spaces and 
major public domain improvements that help 
create more liveable and welcoming places 
across Hornsby Shire.

This month, we also mark National Volunteer 
Week from 18–24 May, a time to recognise the 
important role volunteers play in supporting 
our community. As Mayor, I am continually 
impressed and humbled by the outstanding 
contribution volunteers make across Hornsby 
Shire, generously donating their time, skills 
and services for the benefit of others.

Volunteering can be incredibly enriching, 
providing opportunities to form connections and 
a strong sense of fulfilment. Council offers a 
wide range of volunteering opportunities 
through our Bushcare program, events, libraries 
and even our Waste team. I encourage anyone 
interested to find out more on our website.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who gives their time freely, whether 
for Council, emergency services, charities, 
sports clubs, schools and many other 
community organisations. Your contribution 
makes a real difference to the lives of others.

Later this month, Council will present the 
Remagine Art Prize exhibition at Wallarobba 
Arts and Cultural Centre, featuring more than 
60 finalist artworks responding to this year’s 
theme, Built to Expire. The artists have 
captured the importance of reuse and 
repurposing materials beautifully through 
their outstanding expressions. I encourage 
residents to visit the exhibition, support the 
artists and take part in this important 
conversation about our environmental future.

I am also pleased to see the positive 
feedback about the first stage of Hornsby 
Park which is now open. The new Crusher 
Plant Precinct and Southern Lookout offer 
access to an exciting new bushland 
destination. I encourage you to visit and 
experience it for yourself.

Warren Waddell 
Mayor of Hornsby Shire

from the  
Mayor's Desk Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

Bookings essential:  
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/waste

Hornsby Park
First Look
Discover the Crusher Plant Precinct 
and the Southern Lookout.

Find out more at hornsbypark.com.au

Libraries are more than just books.
Sometimes they’re a lifeline.

Free mental health support in Hornsby Library 

Every Thursday 
afternoon

Join a free guided bushwalk and discover 
Hornsby's hidden natural gems.
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/bushwalks

Explore Your Backyard

Wallarobba Arts and Cultural Centre
15 – 31 May 2026
EXHIBITION

hornsby.nsw.gov.au/remagineBUILT TO EXPIRE

   Gardening for small spaces and balconies 
Thursday 7 May, 10am – 12pm 
Community Recycling Centre, Thornleigh

   Composting and worm farming 
Saturday 9 May, 9am – 11.30am 
Community Recycling Centre, Thornleigh

   Waste Warrior Volunteer Induction 
Saturday 16 May, 10am – 12.30pm 
Waste Warriors Volunteers Hub,  
4 Chilvers Road, Thornleigh

   Waste and Recycling Pop-up 
Wednesday 20 May, 1pm – 4pm 
Hornsby Library

   Kimbriki Eco House and Garden Tour 
Wednesday 27 May, 9am – 2pm 
Departing Hornsby Pool Bus Stop at 9am

For more information visit:  
yoursay.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

    Draft Coastal Management Plan
Submissions close: Wednesday 27 May 

   2026 Library Satisfaction Survey
Submissions close: Sunday 31 May

    Delivery Program  
2026-2030 and  
Operational Plan 2026/27 
Submissions close: 
Monday 11 May

To lodge, view and track the latest Development Applications in your area please visit: hornsby.nsw.gov.au/property

hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Latest News 25,000
TREES2020B

Y

Next Council meeting Wednesday 13 May, 6.30pm
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When was your last
pumpout??

When was your last
pumpout??

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

PREMIER PUMPOUTSPREMIER PUMPOUTS

02 9457 877702 9457 8777Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help 

Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help www.premierpumpouts.com.auwww.premierpumpouts.com.au

It’s what we have 

been doing successfully

 for over 30 years!

Rotary Club of West 
Pennant Hills & Cherrybrook

The Rotary Club held a very 
successful Annual Giant Book 
Sale on 6th, 7th and 8th March 
at the Uniting Church at 
Cherrybrook. This is the Club’s 
biggest fundraiser of the year 
and we had a record number of 
books. Amazing bargains were 
found on good quality books, 
original CDs, DVDs, records and 
sheet music. Proceeds from the 
Book Sale will be going to 
Mental Health Research and 
other Rotary charities.

Members of our Club assisted 
Goods Rescued and Rehomed 
in preparing goods for shipping 
to the Pacific area. A shipping 

container was cleaned out and re-organised. Amongst goods 
being distributed were many heaters now on their way to 
Indigenous communities.

The Club got involved in another community service in building 
shelves at the Helping Hearts Survive store. Helping Hearts Survive 
is a community charity in Dural that supports those in need through 
various initiatives including providing food hampers and selling 
second hand goods.

A regular program of lawn mowing, line trimming and pruning is 
carried out by members at several transitional houses at Kenthurst.

Another successful BBQ was held at Bunnings Castle Hill on 
Monday 27th April with all proceeds going to Rotary charities.

Our next BBQ at Bunnings Castle Hill will be on Saturday 6th June.

If you would like to know more about Rotary, be involved or 
join us for dinner please call 0412 064 336.

Rotary Club of West Pennant Hills and Cherrybrook

Web page: http://www.wphcrotary.org/

www.thepeopleschiro.com.au

CHIROPRACTIC AND 
REMEDIAL MASSAGE CARE

BOOK HERE

For pain, tension and injuries
affecting muscles and joints
Helping you move and feel
better, naturally

1300 697 062

Glenhaven Shops



A
D

V
ER

TO
RI

A
L

DOORAL ROUNDUP MAY 202616

Dural Rainfall 
Charts

by Hans Kunnen

The Tiny Homes Expo, directed by Phae Barrett, 
is a major Australian touring event showcasing 
various tiny houses, alternative living solutions, 
and off-grid technology.

The Expo provides education on regulation, 
finance, and design, featuring expert speakers and numerous 
models for viewing to help attendees navigate council and 
building challenges.

If you have never seen a tiny home up close this is your chance. 
Local as well as interstate builders are onsite with their displays 

and can answer all your questions 
you may have. There are a range 
of builds from studio to 3 
bedrooms, single level and double 
storey. All the latest trends and 
appliances to make your tiny home 
journy simple and straight forward.

2026 Hawkesbury Tiny 
Home Expo keys features:
Locations: Hawkesbury 
Showgrounds. Friday 29th, 
Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st 
of May.

Features: Displays include 
varied tiny home designs, solar power, composting toilets, 
and sustainable building materials.

Information Hub: Experts provide insights into the buying/building 
process and zoning regulations.

Tickets: At the gate or purchase online at 
www.tinyhomesexpo.com.au click tickets.
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A more considered way to  l ive  in  the Hi l ls .
 Set  in  Dura l ,  Rosel la  br ings together
beaut i fu l ly  designed homes,  resor t -sty le
amenity  and the reassurance of  a  welcoming
over -55s community.

This  stage of  l i fe  is  not  about  g iv ing
something up.
 I t  is  about  choosing a  home that  fee ls
easier,  l ighter  and better  su i ted to  the way
you want  to  l ive  now.

At Rosel la ,  that  means more ease and
enjoyment.
 E legant  inter iors  and thoughtfu l ly  designed
spaces suppor t  comfor t ,  connect ion and
everyday l iv ing.

With 40% of  Stage One homes now spoken
for,  the Autumn Prev iew is  an oppor tuni ty  to
explore  the v is ion and d iscover  what  l i fe  at
Rosel la  could  fee l  l ike .

“ Fo r  t h o s e  r e a d y

t o  r i g h t s i z e

w i t h o u t

c o m p r o m i s i n g  o n

h o w  h o m e  s h o u l d

f e e l .”

Autumn Preview

Tuesday 12 May | 1PM-2PM

Rosella Showroom, 3 Pellitt Lane, Dural

RSVP: 1300 040 588
rosellaretirement.com.au

Over-55s resort-style  living in Dural
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A D V E R T O R I A L

Watch the video
 here  & subscribe!

Expert Audiology, Explained Simply.

What really happens in a 
hearing test – step by step
Many people walk into their first hearing 
test expecting it to be quick and simple. 
What often surprises them is how detailed 
a proper hearing assessment is. That is 
because it is not just about measuring 
whether you can hear certain tones. It is 
about understanding how you hear, how 
your ears and brain work together, and how 
this affects your daily communication.

For some, a hearing test feels intimidating. 
Not because it is painful or risky, but 
because they are unsure what will happen. 
It is important to know that a hearing 
assessment is not about passing or failing. 
Unless you are completing a specific medical 
requirement, there is no score you need 
to achieve. The purpose is to build a clear 
and accurate picture of your hearing ability.

A comprehensive assessment 
takes time. Not because the tests are overly 
complicated, but because understanding 
your hearing should not be rushed. 
When you include the initial consultation, 
ear health checks, hearing measurements, 
speech testing, and a full explanation of 
the results, the appointment can take over 

an hour. This time is an investment in your 
hearing health, as every future decision is 
based on the information gathered here.

In many professional clinics, the first 
appointment focuses purely on 
understanding your hearing. Detailed 
discussions about hearing aids or other 
technology options are often scheduled for a 
follow-up visit. This approach is intentional. 
It gives you time to absorb the information 
and return with informed questions. It keeps 
the assessment centred on clarity rather 
than immediate decision-making.

A proper hearing assessment usually 
follows a clear and logical process. It often 
begins with a conversation about your daily 
life. The clinician will ask about your work 
or retirement, the environments you spend 
time in, and the situations you find most 
challenging. You may also discuss your 
goals and what improvements would make 
the greatest difference. Questionnaires are 
sometimes used to explore the social and 
emotional impact of hearing difficulties.

You may be encouraged to bring a 
regular communication partner, such as a 
spouse or close friend. They can provide 

valuable insight into how hearing challenges 
affect conversations and relationships.

The next step is an ear health check 
to rule out issues such as wax blockages 
or infections that could influence both your 
hearing and the accuracy of the results. 
After that, your hearing is measured 
through a series of simple listening tests. 
There are no tricks and no right or wrong 
answers. The goal is accuracy, 
not perfection.

Speech testing is also an important part 
of the assessment. Ideally, it is conducted in 
both quiet and background noise to 
simulate real-life listening situations. This 
helps the clinician understand how your 
hearing affects everyday communication.

Finally, your results should be 
explained clearly and in plain language. 
You should understand what was tested, 
what was found, and how it relates to your 
daily experiences.

By the end of a thorough hearing 
assessment, you should feel informed and 
reassured. When you know what to expect, 
the process becomes far less intimidating 
and allows you to make confident decisions 
about your hearing health.

We have made a detailed video on 
YouTube, scan the QR code below to 
watch it.
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We are  
No.1 in  

the No.2 
Business.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 

9427 2802
www.ableliquidwaste.com.au

• Enviro Cycle Tank Cleaning
• Septic Tank Cleaning
• Stormwater Cleaning

• Grease Trap Cleaning
• Confined Space Entry
• Seniors Discount

Septic Tank Services

LASTLAST
THE

22 MAY - 13 JUN 2026

By Arrangement with ORiGiNTM Theatrical
On Behalf of Nick Hern Books

rona munro
w r i t t e n b y

d i r e c t e d
jennifer willison

b y

Use Promo 
Code

‘CATTLE2’ 
for 10% OFF!

at Checkout (step 3) when 
booking online (adult/concession only)

OR 
mention code when calling

Box Offi ce
02 9634 2929

paviliontheatre.org.au/
the-last-witch/

The Pavilion Theatre
Hills Showground

TICKETS
$30/$25

A Bewitching And Provocative Tale

By Rona Munro and Directed by Jennifer Willison
at the Pavilion Theatre from 22nd May – 13th Jun

Castle Hill Players presents

THE LAST WITCH

Based on the historical case of the last person ever to be executed for 
witchcraft in Britain, The Last Witch explores that dark epoch where 
superstition overruled common sense and fear over compassion.

In 18th century Scotland, Janet Horne lives on the fringes of society. 
Spirited, arrogant and stubborn, but fiercely protective of her daughter 
Helen, Janet seems able to turn nature to her will. Her neighbours fear 
and admire her in equal measure as she uses her 
“powers” as both a salve and a weapon.

Her skills attract the wrong kind of attention 
from the men in her sphere – the new sheriff 
Captain Ross, Niall the minister and her estranged 
neighbour Douglas Begg. And then of course, 
there’s Nick, a mysterious dark stranger.

But is Janet a witch or just a dirt-poor widow 
relying on her wits to keep herself and Helen alive? 
A summoner of winds and rain or a savvy charlatan manipulating her 
friends and foes? Or can she perhaps be both?
By arrangement with ORIGIN™ Theatrical on behalf of Nick Hern Books

It’s enchanting, magical and mysterious. Jennifer, Director
Castle Hill Players presents The Last Witch
By Rona Munro. Directed by Jennifer Willison
22nd May – 13th Jun 2026 Wed, Fri, Sat 8PM, Sun 4PM
Pavilion Theatre, Castle Hill
Tickets $30, Concession $25

The Pavilion Theatre is located within the Castle Hill Showgrounds, Castle Hill

Bookings paviliontheatre.org.au/the-last-witch or call 02 9634 2929
Enquiries call 02 9634 3846 or email admin@paviliontheatre.org.au
Media enquiries email Abby marketing@paviliontheatre.org.au

Paula Searle, Penny Johnson



West Pennant Hills 
Sports Club Bowls Club
West Pennant Hills Sports Club 
Bowls Club recently celebrated the 
reopening of our renovated green. 
Following our hosting of the Living 
Choice Carnival, on Monday 
20th April, our other green was 
closed for renovation with it 
hopefully being ready for play in 
the spring. The Living Choice 
Carnival saw about 80 to 90 bowlers 
from various clubs competing.

The club’s mixed pairs competition 
was recently completed with Lindie 
and Tinus Van Vurren winning a close 
final over Diane and John Healy 
16 shots to 11. This was the first time 
a mixed pairs competition has been 
won by a husband-and-wife team at 
our club for over 15 years.

The club is now moving into a 
mixed triples competition which will be 
run during April and May. The club has 
also been competing in Grade 6 of the 
regional Pennants competition with 
mixed success.

We have recently welcomed a 
number of new members to our social 
bowls on Wednesdays and Saturdays 

however we are always looking for 
more members. With the finish of 
Daylight Savings start times have now 
moved back to 12:30pm.

Bowls is a great social activity 
for people of all ages and we cater 
for everyone. We have dedicated 
coaches who can teach you all 
the aspects of bowls. If you are 
thinking about taking up bowls, 
make West Pennant Hills Bowls Club 
your first choice.

West Pennant Hill Sports Club is 
located at 103 New Line Road, 
West Pennant Hills.

If you are at all interested in playing 
bowls with a friendly and very 
social club, please contact 
Lyn Van Wyk on 0417 752 997.

Castle Hill Art Society
Workshop with Morris Yang
“Landscape in oils and acrylics”
Sunday 17th May 10am-4pm

Join us for an Inspiring Landscape 
Painting Workshop at Castle Hill Art 
Society. Whether you’re a beginner or 
an experienced painter, this intensive 
session will transform how you see 

and create landscapes. You’ll learn the secrets of 
brushwork as a personal language, discover how 
edges give your painting rhythm and focus, 
and master the balance of warm and cool colours to 
evoke mood and depth. You will learn how to simplify 
the shape with broad brushworks. All these techniques 
will be explained through a live demo then you’ll 
practice in two stages—first by copying a master’s 
work to absorb key techniques, then by painting from 
the photo references (provided), applying these skills 
to create your unique art.

Phone Luce Lopez now on 0419 496 621 to book 
your place and unlock your creative potential!

Bookings close Friday 1st May 2026.

Winners Lindie and Tinus (on the right) 
with runners up Diane and John

Brought to you by PACIFIC HILLS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
and NEW HOPE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
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Dural Bowling Club
The regional Pennant competition started 
on February 14th 2026 with a home game 
at Dural. Three teams of Fours are 
representing Dural at the competition and 
enjoying some success. Dural was 
leading the competition with 3 remaining 
away games, however a loss to North Ryde 
on Saturday 11th April has contributed to 
Dural to go down to second place. The next 
opponents are Castle Hill and Pennant Hills 
respectively. With only the winner from 
the group progressing through to the 
final series, to determine the overall 

Grade 7 winner for the region, Dural will be 
keen to win their remaining games.

The first game of the Living Choice 
Carnival for the calendar year 2026 took 
place on March 16th at Beecroft Bowling 
Club. Four teams of triples represented 
Dural and the team of Brian Stevens, 
Stuart Yeend and Phil Laing picked up the 
runners up prize on the day. The next 
Living choice Carnival is on the 20th April 
at West Pennant Hills Sports and we 
hope that one of the Dural teams could 
go one better.

Dural Bowling Club wishes the teams 
that will be competing in the next games 
for the Pennants and Living Choice the 
best of luck.

Anyone interested in playing bowls 
please contact Robert on 0411 375 580.

Great Career Close to Home!
New rewarding career? Aussie Pumps can provide 
the ideal mix of stimulation and convenience!

“Our Norwest factory has an increased production 
capacity. We’re recruiting professional salespeople, 
product managers, engineers and admin staff”, 
said Aussie’s Chief Engineer John Hales.

“Everything we do helps somebody in drought, 
floods or fire. We’re proud to be an Australian 
manufacturer and we’re proud of the quality 
products we’ve developed, build and sell,” 
said Hales.

Aussie Pumps is headquartered in the Hills 
Norwest area, near Hillsong. Onsite parking and 
excellent staff facilities.

If you are keen to find a position that is 
rewarding, simulating and want to make a positive 
contribution to Australia, we may have the right 
job for you.

For further information ... contact Linda-Sue 
on 8865 3500 or email your resume at 
careers@aussiepumps.com.au

A D V E R T O R I A L

Cleaning and  
Ironing Lady
FASTIDIOUS LADY WILL 
CLEAN YOUR HOME.
•  Quality work guaranteed. 
•  20 years experience. 
•  Attention to detail 
•  Reliable 

Phone Wendy 0424 853 056

Mobile HairDressing
I’ll come to you!

Colour - Cut - Style
Ladies, Men’s  

& Children’s Cut

Please call Rose on 0420 597 499
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You can contact Transport for NSW on 131 700 or lodge a report 
online at transportnsw.info/help-contact.

In March, James Wallace State MP and I held a community 
listening post in Asquith, where we had the opportunity to speak 
directly with local residents about the issues that matter most 
to them. Held at the lovely Corner 5 Café, the listening post created 
an informal setting for locals to share feedback and raise concerns. 
Topics discussed included pedestrian safety, traffic conditions 
and local development, with many residents highlighting the 
need for improved crossings and safer connections around the 
Asquith centre. Thank you to those who came along to meet with us.

Recently, the inaugural Mars Wrigley Hornsby Community 
Heroes Awards (announced March/April 2026) recognized three 
local volunteers, each receiving a $5,000 donation for their 
selected charity. The winners announced were: Pauline Wong 
(NSW SES Hornsby Unit) was named Emergency Services & 
Frontline Volunteer Hero, Leisa Liddelow (The Dish of St John’s) 
received the Community Service Hero award, and Ross Anderson 
(West Pennant Hills Cherrybrook Cricket Club) was honoured as 
Community Sport Hero for his dedication to community sport.

Hello Residents,
The opening of the Crusher Plant Precinct at Hornsby Park on 
28th March marked an exciting milestone, with the first stage of the 
long-awaited park opening to the community. The former quarry has 
been transformed into a welcoming space featuring scenic lookouts, 
picnic areas, lawns and walking paths. A little-known fact is that the 
quarry was compulsorily acquired by Hornsby Shire Council under 
direction from the state government. This opening is the first step in 
a staged rollout, with more features to come as the park evolves 
into a major destination for recreation and community connection.

While Council maintains many local and quieter streets, 
Old Northern Road, Galston Road and Newline Road are owned and 
maintained by Transport for NSW. Maintenance on these roads is 
undertaken on a reactive basis, meaning issues are addressed once 
they’re reported. If you notice potholes or other concerns, 
please report them directly so they can be scheduled for repair. 

have joined the club, which is now one of the largest community 
based girls cricket programs in the country.

Pauline Wong from the NSW SES Hornsby Unit was also 
recognised. Over 15 years, Pauline has given an incredible amount 
of time to supporting the community. In the past year alone, she 
responded to more than 190 storm incidents, often working through 
the night, before returning to her day job as a high school 
mathematics teacher. She also contributed more than 350 hours to 
training and mentoring new volunteers, helping build a stronger and 
more capable team.

It was great to see a local business with strong ties to the area 
giving back in such a meaningful way, and recognising the people 
who help make Hornsby the community it is today.

I recently attended the Hornsby Community Heroes awards 
sponsored by Mars Wrigley, and was proud to be part of the 
judging panel. It was a chance to recognise the volunteers who 
quietly make a real difference across our community.

These awards shine a light on people who rarely seek attention. 
They are putting out the cones before anyone else arrives, 
getting up at 5am to set up, and stepping in without hesitation 
when something needs to be done.

One of this year’s winners was Ross Anderson from West 
Pennant Hills was also recognised for his long standing contribution 
to local sport. Over 50 years with the West Pennant Hills 
Cherrybrook Cricket Club, he has helped shape the club into what it 
is today. He has supported grassroots programs like Kanga Cricket, 
helping generations of young players get involved.

Ross has also played a major role in growing women’s 
participation in the game. Since 1995, more than 1,300 women 

Hornsby’s Quiet Heroes 
Step Into the Spotlight

Based in Kenthurst and servicing Kenthurst and the Hills area.

Specialising in Blocked Drains
Leaking Taps • Hot Water Installations & Repairs • Burst Pipes  

Gas Fitting & Repairs • Leaking Toilets

(02) 9067 9519  
hello@todstaplumbing.com.au

www.todstaplumbing.com.au 
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Across Berowra, small businesses are facing a perfect storm 
and nowhere is this clearer than in the growing struggle to 
attract and retain apprentices.

In conversations with local operators, alongside Jacinta 
Nampijinpa Price, Shadow Minister for Small Business and Shadow 
Minister for Skills and Training, it was clear that workforce 
challenges are now one of the biggest threats to their viability.

At Camerons Nursery, the issue starts even earlier. I was told 
“it’s not flagged at school, and it’s not really thought of as a career 
pathway.” As fewer young people enter trades, businesses are left 
competing for a shrinking pool of workers.

Mitchell Burge from Licensed to Chill A/C highlighted just 
how broken the pipeline has become: “Last year I contacted 17 
schools… only two responded, and only one we went into and 
took an apprentice from.” For businesses trying to train the 
next generation, the lack of engagement is both frustrating 
and unsustainable.

At the same time, the burden on employers continues 
to grow. Apprentices require supervision, cannot work 

independently for years, and often don’t contribute enough to 
cover their cost. Training gaps are compounding the problem, 
with one employer noting “they’re learning more at work than 
what they are at TAFE.”

Despite this, many business owners feel current government 
responses are missing the mark, focused on announcements rather 
than practical, on-the-ground solutions that make it easier to hire, 
train and retain apprentices.

If we want strong local economies, we must back the small 
businesses carrying the load by rebuilding the apprenticeship 
pipeline and making it viable to train the next generation.

If you are a local business struggling to hire or retain 
apprentices, I encourage you to share your experience by 
contacting me at: Julian.Leeser.MP@aph.gov.au

Apprentice Shortage 
Puts Local Small 
Businesses at Risk

Authorised by Julian Leeser MP, Liberal Party of Australia,  Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120.

  �Assist with accessing Federal Government services  

  Attend your local community event 

  Arrange congratulatory messages

As your Federal Member, I am here to:

Please contact my office if I can be of assistance.

JULIAN LEESER MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BEROWRA

 Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120    02 9980 1822 

 julian.leeser.mp@aph.gov.au    julianleeser.com.au    julianleesermp

ARBORIST EST. 1956

Give Us a Call Today!

0414 635 650
info@mcardletrees.com.au

4th Generation  
Expert Arborist

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

24 Hour Emergency 
Service

TREE REMOVAL
STUMP GRINDING

MULCH SALES

PRUNING
LAND CLEARING
FIREWOOD

Drainage
Blocked Drains
Pipe Relining
Taps & Toilets
Leaking Pipes
Hot Water
Gas

www.hillsdistrictplumbing.au

*

Hills District Plumbing

0459 305 360
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Community organisations and councils across the Castle Hill 
electorate are encouraged to apply for funding to support local 
infrastructure projects.

Could your project benefit from a grant of between $10,000 
and $100,000?

The Community Building Partnership program provides funding 
to help deliver projects that strengthen the wellbeing of our local 
community — from upgrading facilities to improving access and 
purchasing essential equipment.

Since 2009, the program has awarded more than $505 million to 
over 22,400 projects across the state, including:

• Building an access ramp to a community hall
• Resurfacing a sporting court
• Installing a shade sail for a playground
• Upgrading a clubhouse kitchen
• Purchasing equipment for a public announcement system

If you have a project that will benefit the Castle Hill community, 
I encourage you to apply.

To find out more or apply, visit: nsw.gov.au/cbp 
or scan the QR Code.

Authorised by Mark Hodges MP. 
Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

Expressions of Interest are 
now open for the 2026 
Community Building 
Partnership (CBP) program

Mark can help you by
•  Representing you in the NSW Parliament

•  Assisting you to access State services

•  Communicating your issues to the relevant Ministers

•  Organising Justice of the Peace applications

•  Recognising Community Achievements

Contact
Mark

  02 9686 3110     castlehill@parliament.nsw.gov.au     
  MarkHodges.com.au    markhodgesmp      MarkHodgesMP

  Suite 1A, 19-21 Terminus St Castle Hill 2154  

Authorised by Mark Hodges MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

www.dualgroup.com.au
1300 303 539

• �Mowing - Acreage  
& Domestic

• Hedging & Tree Trimming
• Weed Control

• Fertilising
• �New Turf  

Installation
• Garden Services

DuaDuall Group
Lawn & Property Services
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The NSW Government is today announcing $2.6 billion in 
funding for four new schools across Sydney as part of next 
week's NSW Budget.

And while we welcome the already-announced upgrade of Excelsior 
Public School – we are yet again bitterly disappointed.

No new schools in The Hills Shire is simply not good enough.
Our schools are at breaking point.
We have the most overcrowded schools in the state.
We have the highest housing targets in the state – set for us by 

the NSW Government.
Yet the same NSW Government has not allocated us the 

infrastructure funding to match.
Our population is set to boom by an additional 140,000 residents 

over the next 16 years. That's an increase of 71 per cent by 2041.
So, if you think our schools are overcrowded now – they are 

only going to get worse.
Castle Hill High is operating nearly 1,000 students above 

its cap, relying on over 50 demountable classrooms, many of which 
are occupying vital sporting fields and depriving our children of 
essential outdoor play areas.

Rouse Hill Public School is over capacity by 502 students, while 
Ironbark Ridge Public School exceeds its limit by 427 students.

Families are facing waitlists at Santa Sophia Catholid College 
in Gables, and many cannot access the existing pop-up Box Hill 
Public School due to the boundary restrictions. Other students are 
being redirected to Rouse Hill, further stressing our already 
congested roads.

We need 13 new state schools in our Shire.
Our data clearly shows that Box Hill alone requires at least 

three primary schools and one K-12 school.
Across The Hills, we need a minimum of 10 additional schools 

to meet the skyrocketing population growth.
Specifically, we require one in the Showground Precint where 

the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces irresponsibly lifted the 
cap on the number of dwellings to 9,500 homes in 2023.

This cap was initially set at 5,000 until a new school site had 
been identified and funded. To this day, no school site has been 
publicly identified or funded.

Hills residents can only assume that the high housing targets – 
combined with the lack of infrastracture funding – is a partisan 
decidion by the NSW Government.

This is exactly why we're running the Fight for a Fairer Hills 
Future campaign.

More than 12,000 people that live, work, visit or send their 
kids to school in the Hills Shire have already signed.

And the NSW Government cannot ignore these people 
any longer.

Sign here: Parliament of NSW

For more information visit: fairerhillsfuture.com.au

Hawkesbury River — one of NSW’s most important 
natural assets.

Stretching 120 kilometres from Yarramundi to Box Head and 
Barrenjoey Head, the river is currently overseen by a complex 
network of plans and responsibilities shared across eight local 
government areas: The Hills, Hawkesbury, Penrith, Blacktown, 
Hornsby, Liverpool, Wollondilly and the Central Coast.

Six of these councils are collaborating on a Coastal 
Management Plan aimed at improving coordination around estuary 
health, water quality, biodiversity and sustainable use.

However, at least thirteen agencies — most of them NSW 
Government bodies — hold some responsibility for the river, 
creating a fragmented system that has long frustrated residents and 
stakeholders. This needs to change with the establishment of an 
overarching body. The consequences of inaction would be significant 
for the river, its ecosystems and the communities that rely on it. 
Meaningful progress will require cooperation across council 
boundaries. Recent media attention on our call has helped elevate 
the issue, and it is hoped that continued advocacy will lead to a 
positive and lasting outcome.

River Road Repairs Continue
Restoration works are progressing along River Road, 
Wisemans Ferry, following extensive flood damage in recent years. 
The project focuses on improving drainage, stabilising the roadside 
embankment and repairing the road pavement to ensure safer and 
more reliable access for residents and visitors.

Draft Hills Shire Plan Released
Council has released its 2026–2027 Draft Hills Shire Plan, 
outlining a significant $268 million investment in new 
infrastructure, operational services and the renewal of existing 
community assets. Residents are encouraged to review the plan 
and share their feedback via Council’s website.

A Taste of Wiseman’s Returns!
The much-loved Taste of Wisemans festival is set to return to 
Wisemans Ferry Park after two highly successful years. 
The community has embraced this event for its celebration of 
local farmers, artists, producers and the rich culture of the 
Rural North and Hawkesbury River regions.

A Taste of Wisemans showcases the very best food, wine and 
produce from local businesses across the rural north of the Shire 
and along the Hawkesbury River. Visitors can sample delicacies 
from local producers and businesses, enjoy live entertainment, 
and take part in free family-friendly activities.

This event is a true foodie’s heaven, with local producers, 
wineries, distilleries and food vendors offering an outstanding 
array of choices — all set within the stunning surrounds of 
Wisemans Ferry Park.

The festival also features our emergency services, including the 
NSW Rural Fire Service as part of its annual Get Ready weekend, 
which encourages residents to prepare their properties ahead of the 
bushfire season.

I have long advocated for more engagement with our rural 
communities and to do all we can to highlight just how special this 
part of the world is! This event promotes tourism in our Rural North 
and showcases everything the region has to offer. It truly is one of 
the most magnificent parts of Sydney.
Save the date: Sunday, 27th September.

Hawkesbury River Governance
As highlighted in last month’s edition, The Hills Shire Council 
is continuing its call for a dedicated authority to manage the 

Statement on NSW Budget 
from Mayor of The Hills 
Shire Dr Michelle Byrne
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 Available locally
Climbing Expert & Qualified Arborist

CALL JOE TODAY

02 8999 6267 / 0475 463 597
treesdownunder.com.au

Fast & Locally Service
20+ Years Experience
Responsible Tree Removal
24/7 Emergency Tree Service
Fully Licensed & Insured

TREE REMOVAL 
LARGE & SMALL

Fagan Park 
off-leash dog park
by Councillor Nathan Tilbury

Since the large off-leash dog park at 
Fagan Park, Galston was opened in 
January 2025, it has been a popular new 
facility for both owners and their dogs.

Prior to becoming operational, there were 
concerns raised from some members of the 
community about the Fagan Park Dog Park. 
As a result, Council has closely monitored 
the site since it became operational. I am 
pleased to report that none of the concerns 
raised have materialized.

Visually the dog park has blended in 
very nicely and the bird life around the park 

is thriving, including in the adjacent dam 
where the water remains uncontaminated. 
Some park visitors have even reported 
spotting the occasional pelican in the dam.

Being such a large area the grass 
within the dog park it has remained in 
pristine condition, even after more than a 
year since it opened.

In addition, the unwelcome interactions 
between an illegally unleased dogs and 
visitors in Fagan Park have greatly reduced. 
It seems that since the dog park opened the 
greater majority dog owners are doing the 
responsible thing by keeping their hounds 
securely under their leased control outside 
the dedicated off-leash area.

Whilst there is a parking fee for visitors 
most locals avoid this by walking with their 
dogs into the park. It is also important to 
note that all funds raised from the parking 
fees are reinvested into maintaining and 
enhancing Fagan Park.

Whilst the off-leash area has a good 
amount of shade available the shaded 

areas will increase in a few years, 
once the surrounding landscaped area 
starts to mature.

The Fagan Park off-leash dog park users 
are a mix of locals and visitors from outside 
the area. There are two entrance points 
making it easily accessible from both the 
upper and lower carpark areas of Fagan Park.

There are public toilets located very 
close to the dog park, in the Norther 
Amercian Garden, and the good news is 
that these will shortly be upgraded to make 
them more comfortable to use.

As is the case with all new amenities, 
Council will continue monitor the dog park 
and if you have any feedback about how 
we can further improve the space feel 
free to contact me directly. 0403 227 560 
or ntilbury@hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Hornsby Council Residents can apply for 
an annual parking permit for $52 per year. 
Applications can be made via their website.
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GREAT OPPORTUNITIES IN
A REAL SUCCESS! 

Aussie Pumps

Aussie offers a great Career Path!
Email Linda-Sue careers@aussiepumps.com.au  

aussiepumps.com.au      

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps

If you’ve got the Talent ...

Marketing, Engineering,
 Export & Admin.

by Lachlan Turner

Murray Park Road Track
Bush tracks can take the bushwalker through a variety of 
landscapes and vegetation. One such track, which is in 
reality a fire trail, starts and ends at the end of Murray Park 
Rd Kenthurst. This track is hardly hidden but the diversity 
of native flora that can be “discovered”, certainly in many cases, 
is hidden from the view of the casual walker.

At most times of the year the walker can be 
rewarded in finding a wide variety of 
wildflowers both large and small, along the 
fringes of the track. The track passes 
through ridge top landscapes of open 
forest and heathland scrub, to a spot 
where there are views over adjacent 
forested valleys and slopes.

There is a relatively steep descent into 
one of these valleys which supports an 
extensive regrowth forest of towering Blue Gums.

The track then follows Blue Gum Creek upstream a short 
distance before ascending a reasonably steep hillside to the 
ridge top plateau.

When walking slowly and quietly through this area it is 
possible to sight many birds, some that are not usually visible in 
built up areas, as this is now their preferred habitat.

Depending on the pace chosen to walk, it may take up to two 
hours to complete. Remember to take your camera as there is 
always the opportunity to capture something memorable.

If you are not a frequent 
bushwalker accustomed to being 
out in this environment there are 
some points of advice to consider 
when you venture out into 
bushland. Adequate strong 

footwear is essential, so too is a hat. 
If going out for an extended time 

always take some water and maybe a 
snack bar or two. In places the track 

may become overgrown with grasses which may have sharp or 
serrated leaves, so it is worthwhile to consider long trousers. 
Above all, enjoy the experience of being out and away from 
“civilization” for a short time at least.

“We Love Roofing”

“We Love Roofing”

Contact us today for your 
FREE no obligation quotes

 �9654 6000 
info@roofsabove.com.au

PROFESSIONAL ROOFING SERVICES

  REPAIRS	   GUTTERING
  LEAF GUARD	   REPLACEMENT OF METAL 
  RESTORATIONS		  AND TILED ROOFS

WWW.ROOFSABOVE.COM.AU

STARTS 
AT THE

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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Bromeliad Society of Australia - 
Learn how to Grow Competition 
worthy Bromeliads
The next meeting of the Bromeliad Society 
of Australia will be held in the Federation 
Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground, 
Castle Hill on Saturday, 13th June.

Sales to the public are from 10am with the 
meeting commencing at 11.30am.

The latest group to qualify as 
Bromeliad Judges in NSW would like to 
share their knowledge at a hands-on 
workshop during the meeting.

So why not join the fun in an interactive 
workshop and learn how to choose and 
prepare competition worthy plants.

Each of the five judges will work with a 
group and show them how to prepare 
plants for a competition.

The judges will talk through the 
elements, considerations and factors that 
go into judging a plant. You will get hands 
on experience in choosing an appropriate 
plant, deciding if it is competition worthy, 
and getting it ready for competition: 
trimming leaves, top dressing, cleaning 
plants and pots. Once the plant is ready, 
it will be presented for judging.

During the workshop you will get a 
crash course, in determining: cultural 
perfection, conformation, colour and 
markings, judging an inflorescence and the 
maturity of a plant.

Please note that this workshop and 
judging competition will be in addition to 
the regular monthly plant competition.

There will also be our regular meeting 
activities such as competitions, Raffle, 
Show & Tell, and a more recent activity 
called just “Show” for people who would 

just like to share a plant with others without 
it being critically judged or discussed.

There is also an opportunity to meet 
like minded people in a friendly and 
inviting environment.

For further information please contact 
Ian Hook, President of BSA on mobile 
0408 202 269, email: ianhook1@bigpond.
com or refer to www.bromeliad.org.au for 
the latest updates.

Australian Plants Society Parramatta Hills Group
Details of Our Next Meeting

Native orchids will be the topic at the next 
meeting of the Parramatta Hills Group of 

the Australian Plants Society which will 
be held on Saturday 23rd May at 2pm.

The speaker will be Jim Cootes, a well 
known orchid expert and popular 
speaker on orchids. An enthusiastic 
amateur botanist, he is an international 

expert on the orchids of the Philippines 
and has published two authoritative books 

on this subject. He is also very knowledgeable 
about Australian native orchids and is active in the Macarthur 
Australasian Native Orchid Society (ANOS). Jim is an accomplished 
photographer and undertakes many field trips in the Macarthur 
area. He makes many contributions in ‘Out and About in Macarthur’, 
which appears within the Macarthur ANOS Facebook page. 

Jim’s topic will be 
on native orchids 
native to the 
Macarthur LGA and 
will mention some of 
the rarities he has 
found in his 
adventures with other 

native orchid enthusiasts. There will also be mention of the 
conservation efforts being made to protect these species.

The meeting will be held at Gumnut Hall, Gumnut Place 
Cherrybrook. Native plants will be for sale and afternoon tea will be 
provided after the meeting. Visitors are very welcome to attend.

Enquiries to Jennifer Farrer 0407 456 577 or 
apsparrahills@gmail.com

Back row L-R: Trainer Narelle Aizlewood, 
Judges Warrick Varley, Amal Eid and Harold Kuan
Front row L-R: Nina Woodcock and Edwina Wain

SUPPLIER OF QUALITY  
BULK LANDSCAPE &  

BUILDING MATERIALS
Soils & Garden Mixes • Potting Mixes  •  Gravels  
Sand & Cement  • Plants  •  Compost & Mulches  

Moss Wheelbarrows • Shapescaper - Modular 
Steel Garden Edging

9651 2102
Mob: 0416 175 466    Email: katrina@langlands.com.au 

474 Galston Road, Dural 2158

www.langlands.com.au OPEN 6 DAYS

Langlands

PREMIUM  
DRY  

IRONBARK 
FIREWOOD
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Specialising in Xero, 
Bookkeeping &  
Payroll Services

Keryn Stack 
0409 962 777 
keryn@accountsallsorted.com.au

accountsallsorted.com.au

0408 255 172

candcasphalt.com.au

ccasphalt1@bigpond.com

Driveway construction services

Road repair services

Subdivision asphalting solutions

The construction of new car parks and the repair of

existing car parks

Overlay solutions for damaged asphalt surfaces

Footpath installations and repairs Free quotes
45 years experience

Paul Vella

ALL TYPES OF RESIDENTIAL  
AND RURAL FENCING

Free Quotes
Repairs Welcome.

ADAM COX 0418 424 031

We do it the  
Logic way

m	 0400 774 102
e	 paul@landscapelogicnsw.com.au
w	 www.landscapelogicnsw.com.au

lic# 347025C

L O C A L  B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y

01 Like rings on a target (10)
07 Allegedly factual TV 

programme (4)
09 Ramble (6)
10 Having considerable worth (8)
11 Shirley Temple or Manhattan, 

maybe (8)
12 Outback horror (6)
13 Swamp menace (4)
15 Pesky (10)
17 Generally useful (3-7)
19 Small blemish (4)
21 Croatian capital (6)
23 One way to order a meal (1,2,5)
25 Huge fins adjusted for Chinese 

space system (4,4)
26 Stand for hot dishes (6)
27 Body of soldiers (4)
28 Chaotic (10)

Down
02 Alfresco (7)
03 Its produce can be poached (5)
04 It's plain short of trees (9)

05 Stirrers unveil oratories, 
stirring things up (15)

06 Big star (5)
07 Doctor's news (9)
08 Bone-building element (7)
14 Author's protection (9)
16 Eternally (4,5)
18 Stet (5,2)
20 Breakfast dish (7)
22 Get taken (2,3)
24 She meets a smoking 

caterpillar (5)

Across

Answer from 
April Issue

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE
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MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI
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73
59
4C

PH: 9072 0778

LOCAL DURAL  
ELECTRICIAN

All Electrical  
Work
Best Prices  
& All Work  
Guaranteed

Seniors/ Pensioners  
Discount
Level 2 ASP  
Electrician

Switch Board  
Repairs

MOSMAN
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PH: 9072 0779

LOCAL DURAL  
PLUMBER

All Plumbing  
Work
Best Prices  
& All Work  
Guaranteed
Seniors/ 
Pensioners  
Discount
Blocked Drains 
and Pipes

Hot Water Repairs

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349
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OUR SERVICES
Blocked Drains  |  Water leaks

Gas Fitting  |  Hot Water
Repairs and Maintenance

Taps + Toilets

stoutsplumbingservices.com.au
0477 477 768

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER 

10% SENIORS 
DISCOUNT

Call The Punctual Plumber

0488 827 3040488 827 304
www. pureplumbingpros.com.au

License no: 267530C
@pureplumbingpros

PLUMBING PROBLEM?
We’ll jump to it straight away!

Emergency
Service

Emergency
Service

We won’t charge
you a call out fee
during normal
business hours.

EmergencyEmergency
Call OutCall Out

 Smart Home Automation
 Data
 Security Systems

 New Builds 
 Renovations
 Maintenance and Repairs

Residential and Commercial
Over 15 years experience

Contact Gary on 0490 087 381
LOCAL TO GALSTON/DURAL

 LIC No. 320758c

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBERHILLS DISTRICT PLUMBER
 Google 4.9 Star Rating
 Guaranteed 24/7 Fast Response
 Lifetime Labour Warranty
 15% Seniors Discount
 On Time, No Mess or you Pay $100 Less

02 9199 2612
www.reactiveplumbing.com.au

Leaking Taps • Blocked Drains • Leaking Toilets  
Burst Pipes • CCTV Inspection • Hot Water Systems • Pipe Relining

Lic. 257268C

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBERHILLS DISTRICT PLUMBER
 Google 4.9 Star Rating
 Guaranteed 24/7 Fast Response
 Lifetime Labour Warranty
 15% Seniors Discount
 On Time, No Mess or you Pay $100 Less

02 9199 2612
www.reactiveplumbing.com.au

Leaking Taps • Blocked Drains • Leaking Toilets  
Burst Pipes • CCTV Inspection • Hot Water Systems • Pipe Relining

Lic. 257268C
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TREE REMOVAL  |  PRUNING 
STUMP GRINDING
LAND CLEARING 

MULCH SALES  |  FIREWOOD

ARBORIST EST. 1956

0414 635 650
info@mcardletrees.com.au
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A NOBLE ARBORISTA NOBLE ARBORIST
Pty Ltd

Let our highly experienced and  
qualified team look after all  

your tree needs!

A NOBLE
ARBORIST
info@nobletreeservices.com.au
0403 534 168
ARBORIST
A NOBLE

Let our highly 
experienced and 
qualified team

look after all your 
tree needs!

Pty Ltd
A NOBLE ARBORIST 

0403 534 168
info@nobletreeservices.com.au

Pest Control Specialists
Ants • Bees • Birds • Carpet Beetles • Cockroaches   

Mice • Silverfish • Spiders • Termites • Wasps

Sydney Wide  •  All Areas  •  Free Quotes  •  7 Days a Week

Mark Owen 0423 017 515
info@accesspestcontrol.com.au
www.accesspestcontrol.com.au

Access Pest Control

Julian Parry
Director

Phone: 1300 887 417
Dip. Hort (Arboriculture) Level 5, 

Cert. Arboriculture, Dip. Horticulture
Dip. Landscape, Cert Landscape

Arboricultural Consultation
Tree & Stump Removal

Land Clearance
Specialist Tree Pruning

Fully Insured

Justin Kim

0433 233 203
www.hillsidepainting.com.au

 Interior / Exterior
 �Residential / Commercial
 �Water Pressure Washing

CALL NOW FOR THE BEST PRICE
Lic#264338C

 Texture
 �Water Damage Repair
 Plaster Repair

PAT FEDELE
Professional Painter

Li
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n
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5
8

Local Licensed Painter in the  
Hills Shire for over 30 years -  

Fully Insured  

Free Quotes

0407 232 869

Call 02 9482 9199

 Plumbing, Drainage & Gasfitting
 Blocked Drains
 Hot Water Heaters
 CCTV - Water Jetter
 Gutters and Downpipes

scottandsons.com.au

Fast Emergency 
Service

DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

FAMILY BUSINESS 
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Lic. No: 141840c

Scott & SonsScott & Sons
PlumbersPlumbers
Scott & Sons
Plumbers

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 1300 095 435 or 0407 884 000
www.aalcanguttering.com.au Lic: 273298C

Gutter replacement
Downpipes
Rainwater solutions
Custom leaf guard
systems for your home

OUR SERVICES

Third Generation family business
owned & operated with 50 years

experience, based  in Kenthurst and
specializing in The Hills and

surrounding rural areas. 25years warranty
ON ALL OUR RUST-PROOF ALUMINUM PRODUCTS,
WHICH ARE ROLLED OUT ON-SITE.

Northside Washer Service

WASHING MACHINE 
AND DRYER

REPAIR AND SALES
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

Graeme Shepherdson
Ph: 9457 9162 Mob: 0418 679 596

Speed Queen and Kleenmaid Authorised Agent

Over 
35 Years 

Experience

POL
PAINTERS

SERVICINGHILLS DISTRICTFOR OVER
40 YEARS

OUR SERVICES

• High Pressure
Water Cleaning

• Remedial Repairs

CALL VIC

0417 224 155
WWW.POL-PAINTERS.COM.AU

Lic No. 238452C



 13/276-278 New Line Road, Dural NSW  |    (02) 9651 6290
  @balmoralhomessydney

WWW.BALMORALHOMES .COM . AU

MULTI AWARD WINNING  
CUSTOM BUILT HOMES


