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From 1968 to Today: 
A Family Story Built on Heart, Homes  
& Hills District
How did the family real estate journey begin?
Barry: It all started in 1968, I was 21 years old, no experience but 
absolute determination to succeed. My wife Jan and I opened our 
doors with nothing but a typewriter, a phone, and a big belief in the 
power of community. We didn’t have much, but we had heart and that 
was enough to build the foundation of everything we have today.
Kate: And the amazing part is that legacy still guides us. I grew up 
watching my parents both work with passion and integrity, and I’m 
proud to continue it.

What’s one of the most memorable or unusual real estate 
stories you’ve experienced?
Barry: There was a NAB branch at Kellyville, that had one teller.  The 
bank manager on a Friday afternoon would phone me and say to 
me, “I’m going away for the weekend. I’ll take the money, can you 
take the pistol and the bag and bring them down to the Baulkham 
Hills branch on Monday.” Can’t do that today!

Another time a woman walked in to buy a property, said she was 
a professional school teacher, I said to her “I need a letter from your 
husband or your father.” She said “my father’s overseas, and I’m not 
married.” I said to her “under the law, I can’t sell you property.” 
The time a client insisted their goat “inspect” the property before 
making a decision. The goat approved and they bought the house!
Kate: I had keen buyers that wanted to view a newly built home, but 
there was no power on yet and the only time they could inspect was 
in the evening. I showed them around the property with a torch and 
they bought it site unseen!

I had a couple who wanted to see if their future neighbours were 
friendly… so they knocked on every door on the street before even 
placing an offer. They ended up hosting a street barbecue the week 
after they moved in.

What’s been the biggest change in real estate since 1968?
Barry: Everything! Back then, contracts were typed manually and 
listings were displayed on paper in the window and advertising 
was black and white. Now everything is instant and online. But the 
core of real estate, helping people make one of the most important 
decisions of their lives, hasn’t changed at all.
Kate: And people still love a good chat. Even with all the tech, 
listening and relationships still matter most. “People don’t always 
remember what you say or do, but they will always remember the 
way you make them feel and treated them.”

What’s something people would be surprised to learn about 
you both?
Barry: Two things, I’ve been married for 55 years to the same 
woman.  I still remember every address I’ve ever sold. Don’t ask 
me where I left my keys—but I can tell you where the buyer was 
standing, what they were wearing and where they came from.
Kate: I was watching my father doing an auction when I was 7 years 
of age, with a large crowd of Maltese and Italian market gardeners 
vying for the land. He commenced the auction, digging a shovel 
into the soil and as he held it up calling “What am I bid for this big 
chunk of dirt?” It was right then and there, that I made the decision I 
wanted to do auctioneering!

Do you have a favourite “feel - good” story from your years in 
the industry?
Barry: One Thursday afternoon I was talking to my wife, Jan about 
a property I had on the corner of Garfield Road and Windsor Road 
and could not get a buyer, tried everything.

A car pulled up outside the office, I noticed two nuns and a 
Catholic priest get out of the car. They said they had been told 
to come to buy a property today for a nunnery, they needed lots 
of bedrooms, full brick and private.  Open on my desk was this 
property I could not sell, and it was exactly the property they 
described they wanted.  I said “I’ll take you out there, but the 
owners German and doesn’t understand English real well”, the 
head nun said “I speak, German fluently” I took them out to the 
property, walked them through the house, and they said “we’ll 
take it” and it was a match made in heaven.  I said to my wife, Jan, I 
can’t believe this is happening. I spoke to the mayor of Blacktown, 
who I went to school with, and I said to him just approve it so we 
are all blessed.  
Kate:  Having the opportunity to resell the Nun’s property 40 
years later and helping them relocate with such a strong family 
connection was an honour.  Like many families that we have sold 
second generation, and now even third-generation, having people 
say how grateful they are, that your father sold them a property that 
set their family up for life.

Barry, what’s it like working with Kate?
Barry: It’s one of my greatest joys. Seeing her continue what your 
mother and I started is incredibly special. She brings energy, 
innovation and care to every day.
Kate: And having Dad’s wisdom is priceless. He has this calm 
certainty that only comes from decades of knowledge and 
experience helping people.

What’s your shared vision for the future of your family real 
estate business?
Barry: To keep serving the community with honesty and care, just 
as we always have.
Kate: And to keep adapting, innovating and growing, without ever 
losing the heart that started it all in 1968.

If you want the same service that has proven results for the 
last 57 years call Kate Lumby on 0414 620 222.

Kate Lumby & Barry Lumby | Lumby Real Estate
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For Advertising Call Karen Taylor 0487 111 868

Dooral Roundup Contacts

KAREN TAYLOR  
Sales Consultant

 advertising@dooralroundup.com.au

 0487 111 868

DIANA PATON 
Editor

 editor@dooralroundup.com.au

Maximise Your Pool  
Enjoyment

Needs based solutions for your pool

270 New Line Road Dural NSW 2158
02 9651 4799
info@duralpoolshop.com.au
www.duralpoolshop.com.au

J EWEL L ERY
RE PA I R
EXP ERT S

Robert Cliff Master Jewellers

Custom Design Specialists

Diamond Specialists

Jewellery Repair Specialists

www.rcmj.com.au

SHOP 17/24 KENTHURST RD - ROUND CORNER DURAL
LEVEL 2 CASTLE TOWERS (Opposite Myer) - CASTLE HILL

Kenthurst Combined Probus Club
To celebrate Probus Month, Kenthurst Combined Probus Club met 
at Vanilla Cream for an enjoyable brunch and good fellowship on 
Monday, 27th October.

Our guest speaker for the last meeting this year on Monday,  
17th November was Graeme Sims. His presentation was titled  
“Of An Aunt, A Tiger Snake and Batman”. It was a three part story.  
An aunt and uncle who were keen bushwalkers commenced the 
Sydney Bushwalkers’ Club in the 1930s which is still active today. 
Second part was the unfortunate death of a lady named Dot “Taffy” 
Townson who was bitten by a tiger snake whilst walking in Cradle 
Mountain. A plaque honouring her is located near Cowan, NSW.

The last part of Graham’s story is about when he was a young teacher 
at Sydney Boys’ High School where the headmaster was nicknamed 
‘Batman’ because he always wore his black academic gown.

The Galston CWA would like to extend our heartfelt 
thanks to our wonderful community for your continued 
support throughout the year. Your generosity makes 
supporting locals in need possible.

Wishing you all a joyful Christmas filled with love  
and laughter, and a happy New Year!

We very much appreciate donations of fruits and 
vegetables for our homemade jams and preserves.

Galston CWA meets on the 2nd and 4th  
Wednesday of every month at the Galston health and 
community centre 17 Arcadia road Galston.  
New members always welcome.

Our first meeting back will be Wednesday  
11th February.

Contact Anne: 0404 228 209 or Patricia 0412 948 787

http://duralpoolshop.com.au


D O O R A L R O U N D U P D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 54

CO
M

M
UN

IT
Y 

 N
EW

S

James can help you by
•   Representing you in the NSW Parliament

•   Assisting you to access State services

•   Communicating your issues to  
the relevant Ministers

•   Organising Justice of the Peace  
applications

•   Recognising Community 
Achievements

Contact James

James Wallace MP
Member for Hornsby

  (02) 9476 3411      hornsby@parliament.nsw.gov.au     
  PO Box 1687, Hornsby Westfield NSW 1635

Authorised by James Wallace MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

E S T  1 9 9 0

GeorGievski  
Bros

PREMIUM QUALITY, CONCRETE  
FINISH, EVERY TIME.

FAMILY-OWNED SINCE 1990

OUR SERVICES
•  Design and  

Streetscapes
•  Residential  

Driveways
• Paths

Servicing Blacktown Council and  
surrounds with quality concrete work  

for over 35 years. 

 Extensive inventory
 Fully equipped
 Reliable
  High-standard 
results for councils 
and homeowners

0415 404 242  • info@georgievskibros.com.au
www.georgievskibros.com.au

Planning Proposal - Derriwong Road and  
Old Northern Road, Dural - Approved
BY DIANA PATON

The Planning proposal to rezone land at 
21 & 27 Derriwong Road, 614, 618 & 626 
Old Northern Road, Dural was approved by 
NSW Planning Gateway on 31st October 
2025.  This rezoning will now allow the 
proposed development of low density 
housing to progress to public exhibition.  
Locals may recall this site was part of a 
larger application in 2016 which included a 
Northern and Southern Site.  The Northern 
Site (which is the site which has been 
approved by Gateway), was previously 
approved in 2021, but did 
not progress further.

Full details of this 
gateway determination 
and proposed planning 
proposal can be found 
here, and readers are 
advised to do their 
own research. https://
pp.planningportal.nsw.
gov.au/ppr/pre-exhibition/
planning-proposal-
derriwong-road-and-old-
northern-road-dural.  

To give a brief outline, taken from extracts 
from the planning proposal, are as follows 
and shown on the attached map:
•	 Total area of proposed site is 12.88 

hectares
•	 The proposal will deliver 110 low density 

residential dwellings, plus a local park of 
4000 sqm.  

•	 3 lots sizes are proposed, 2000 sqm, 
1000sqm and 600smm

•	 School pick up and drop off zone in a new 
proposed bypass road on the northern 
boundary of Dural Public School

The site will connect to the existing sewer 
at Dural. From the planning proposal 
documentation submitted, it appears that 
Sydney Water has confirmed this system 
has capacity to service this planning 
proposal for both sewage and potable 
water.  Some existing overhead electrical 
transmissions lines which traverse the site, 
will be moved underground.

LEGEND

The Site

LAND USE

Large Lot (2,000+ sqm)

Medium Lots (1,000+ sqm)

Standard Lots (600+ sqm)

OPEN SPACE & PUBLIC DOMAIN

Local Park

Pedestrian Through Site Link

Proposed Stormwater Basins

SP2 Road Reserve

PUBLIC & ACTIVE TRANSPORT DEDICATION

Existing Bus Stop

STREET NETWORK

Arterial Road / Old Northern Road

Collector Road/ Derriwong Road

Proposed Collector Road with Bypass Corridor

Local Street 

Proposed Roundabout
Intersection Treatment subject to TfNSW 
requirements 

Figure 17 Concept Plan
1:4,000 @ A3

OLD NORTHERN ROAD
DERRIWONG ROAD

DERRIWONG ROAD

DURAL PUBLIC 
SCHOOL

 Prepared by Urbis for Legacy Property 27

Our community is warmly invited to come together on
 Australia Day for a meaningful morning of reflection, pride

and celebration.

 We’ll gather as the flag is raised, hear from inspiring guest
speakers, and enjoy contributions from our wonderful local

schools.

It’s a beautiful way to start the day and celebrate what makes
our community so special. 

All welcome — bring the family and join us!

Australia Day 
Flag Raising Ceremony

John Beyon Rotary Park Crn Kenthurst & Nelson St,
Kenthurst 

9.30am-10.30am Monday 26  January, 2026th

Morning Tea will be served in the Park after the Ceremony 
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Immerse yourself in the glitz and glamour of  Vegas  
where dazzling performances, glittering décor and electric 
energy set the stage for an unforgettable New Year’s Eve

Check out bivianosdural.com for our exciting  
Christmas menu and updated holiday trading hours

Glenhaven Carols Celebrates 25 Years: 
A quarter-century of community, Christmas spirit and local talent

Glenhaven Carols by Candlelight returns  
on Sunday 14th December for its  
25th anniversary, transforming Glenhaven 
Oval into a festive wonderland for one 
of the Hills District’s most cherished 
community traditions. What began as a 
small neighbourhood gathering has grown 
into a major local event drawing thousands 
of families each year.

The Friends of Glenhaven Carols 
Committee notes that this year marks a 
significant milestone, with a quarter-century 
of bringing residents together to celebrate the 
festive season, showcase local performers, 
and enjoy a night of joy, community spirit, 
and connection. Anticipation is already 
building for what is expected to be one of the 
most memorable Carols yet.

This year’s event proudly welcomes back 
Harvey Norman as Major Event Sponsor, 
whose continued support has helped 
sustain and grow the event.

Local businesses also play a vital role in 
making the Carols possible. Sponsors include:

Louis Carr Real Estate, Kindalin, CertOne 
Building Certifiers, Eden Brae Homes, Locate 
and Map, Building Approval Solutions, and 
West Pennant Hills Sports Club.

The event is also supported by The Hills 
Shire Council through their Community 
Grants Program.

Adding to the celebrations, the Carols 
will feature a lively new addition for young 
families: Busy Izzy and Friends will take the 
stage at 4:15pm with a fun-filled kids’ show 
to open the afternoon’s festivities.

The main stage program showcases 
exceptional local talent and long-time 
favourites, including:
• Sister2Sister
• Jenna’s Singing School
• The Hills District Pipe Band
• North West Wind Ensemble
• �Castle Hill RSL Youth Wind 

Orchestra
The Carols remain a true 

community event with support 

on the night from the Glenhaven Rural Fire 
Service and The Hills SES Unit. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring a gold coin donation 
for emergency services volunteers at the 
entry gates.

Visitors can enjoy a wide range of food 
stalls, rides, and amusements from 4pm, 
with Santa making a special appearance 
during the evening before the spectacular 
fireworks finale at 9:00pm.

With 25 years of celebrations behind it, 
Glenhaven Carols continues to be a beloved 
tradition that brings the community together 
and marks the beginning of the festive 
season for families across the Hills District.

bivianosdural.com
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We are a Registered Provider 
of Government Funded 
Support At Home Services.

1300 100 247 nursenextdoor.com.au

• In-Home Nursing

• 24/7 Home Care

• Companionship

• Dementia Care

• Disability Support

• Transportation

• Personal Care

• And much more. . .

Locals looking after Locals.

United in Remembrance: 
Cherrybrook’s Tribute to 
Indian-Origin ANZACs
As the sun dipped behind the trees at the Cherrybrook Community 
and Cultural Centre, the ANZAC Jawan Cenotaph stood  
surrounded by silence, reverence, and unity. The 8th ANZAC  
Jawan Remembrance Day had begun — a solemn tribute to the 
Indian-origin Anzacs who served in World War I, and a powerful 
reminder that remembrance knows no borders.

The ceremony, fully managed by members of the 
Australia India Cenotaph Committee and the Hindu 
Council of Australia, followed full Australian 
Remembrance Day protocol. Mr. Anand 
Manickam, Vice President of the Cenotaph 
Committee, served as Master of Ceremonies, 
guiding the evening with grace and precision.

Mr. Nihal Ahar AM opened the service with a 
heartfelt welcome, followed by a stirring keynote 
from Colonel Virender Sahni of the Indian Army.  
The program was further elevated by reflections from 
Hon. Julian Leeser MP, who spoke of shared legacy and  
national service; Hon. Warren Waddell, Mayor of Hornsby,  
who emphasized community pride; Mr. Elayaraja of the Australian 
Defence Force, who honoured the discipline of all who served;  
and Mr. Nirav Kumar, Deputy Consul General of India, who reaffirmed 
the enduring ties between the two nations.

The ceremony featured a strong presence from the defence and 
veteran communities, including Brigadier Neil Turner AM RFD,  
Mr. George Main, Mr. John Zeller, Captain Chetan Khemlani, and 
Colonel Ranjeev. Their presence, alongside the 202 ACU Blacktown 

cadets led by LT(AAC) Connor Fleming, brought 
solemnity and strength to the occasion.

Civic leaders also stood in solidarity:  
Mr. James Wallace MP, Mr. Mark Hodges MP, 
Mayor Hon. Michelle Byrne, Deputy Mayor 

Frank De Masi, and Councillors Reena Jethi 
and Sreeni Pillamarri 
The service was enriched by prayers by  

Mr. Jagdish Trivedi and Mr. Jagchanan Singh, hymns 
and national anthems by students of the IABBV Hindi School, 

and ceremonial flag duties by Cherrybrook Technology High School 
students. Wreaths were laid, the Last Post and Rouse echoed across 
the grounds, and a minute of silence united all in remembrance.

Mr. Nitesh Sethi delivered the vote of thanks, acknowledging the 
many hands and hearts that made the evening possible.

Inaugurated in 2018, the ANZAC Jawan Cenotaph continues to 
stand as a proud symbol of multicultural remembrance — a place 
where stories of sacrifice are not forgotten, and where unity is 
renewed each year in the glow of shared respect.
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VARIETIES
Sauvignon Blanc • Chardonnay • Pinot gris

• Shiraz • Merlot • Cab Merlot
Grant Burge petit bubbles Sparkling plus rose sparking

Cherrybrook

Cherrybrook

 Great Range
 Low prices 
 Friendly service
 Easy parking

132 Shepherds Drive, Cherrybrook  2126

www.thebottle-o.com.au

Your local independent Liquor store

Grant Burge  
5th Generation  

Range

$10Only
*maximum 6 per day  

per customer.

www.thebottle-o.com.au
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If you have any information on any of the above, please contact Crime Stoppers NSW at 1800 333 000.

FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
 • If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
 • Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
 • Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
 • Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
 • Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
 • If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

 • Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

 • If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

 • Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.

Hills to Hawkesbury Community News | 15 November 2024 Read online: www.hillstohawkesbury.com.au4

VEHICLE CRASH
Around 11.30 am on Wednesday, 
5th November, emergency services 
responded to a single-vehicle crash 
on Carrington Road, Castle Hill.

A 20-year-old male driver was 
taken to Westmead Hospital in a 
stable condition.

Police are appealing for dash 
camera footage that may have 
captured the incident or the 
moments leading up to it.

Anyone who was driving in the 
area at the time and has relevant 
footage is urged to contact Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or report 
online at www.crimestoppers.com.au

FIREWORKS BUSHFIRE
Firefighters responded to a bushfire 
in Kenthurst on Saturday night  
after reports of a fire burning along 
Gibbs Road.

Just after 9 pm on 8th November, 
crews from the Oakville and 
Kenthurst Rural Fire Brigades 
arrived to find a bushfire active on 
both sides of the road. Firefighters 
worked quickly to contain the blaze, 
bringing it under control soon after.

The incident occurred amid 
ongoing dry conditions across the 

district, increasing the risk of fires 
igniting and spreading rapidly,  
even at night.

Residents are reminded to review 
their Bush Fire Survival Plan and 
stay updated through the Fires  
Near Me app.

HILLS RFS VOLLIES 
HONOURED
The dedication of 57 NSW Rural Fire 
Service (RFS) volunteers from different 
brigades across The Hills District was 
recognised at a special ceremony in 
Dural on 26th October 2025.

RFS Acting Assistant 
Commissioner Chris Ryder 
presented 31 Long Service Medals, 
21 National Medals and several 
specialist honours, including three 
NT Wildfire Emergency Response 
Citations, an RFS Commissioner’s 
Unit Citation for Service and one 
Humanitarian Overseas Medal.

“With length of service ranging 
from 10 to 61 years, many of 
these volunteers have dedicated 
a significant portion of their life to 
protecting others and deserve our 
gratitude, with a combined total of 

nearly 1,500 years of service,” A/
Assistant Commissioner Ryder said.

Among those recognised was 
the late Peter Goldstien, honoured 
posthumously for 60 years of service. 
His family accepted the Long Service 
Medal 6th Clasp on his behalf.

“A well-respected and experienced 
firefighter, Peter joined the 
Annangrove Brigade in 1964 before 
transferring to Maroota Brigade in 
1992,” A/Assistant Commissioner 
Ryder said.

Three Northern Territory Wildfire 
Emergency Response Citations 
were presented to Inspector Nathan 
Barnden and firefighters Michael 
McKay Hines and Glynn Lloyd 
from Glenorie Brigade. Ryder also 
acknowledged the families, friends, 
employers and colleagues who 
support volunteers in their  
life-saving work.

CRICKET PITCHES 
VANDALISED
Three cricket pitches across 
The Hills have been vandalised 
in recent weeks, forcing games 
to be relocated mid-season 
and resulting in thousands of 
dollars in repair costs.

The incidents occurred at 
Les Shore Reserve in Glenorie, 
Glenhaven Oval in Glenhaven, 
and Fred Caterson Reserve in 
Castle Hill.

The most recent attack  
took place in the early hours  
of Sunday, 16th November,  
at Les Shore Reserve.  
Members of the Glenorie 
District Cricket Club discovered 
tyre marks across Field One, 
leaving the pitch unusable and 
requiring a game to be moved 
to another field. Police have 
launched an investigation.

At Fred Caterson Reserve, a 
synthetic pitch was deliberately 
set on fire, requiring a full 
replacement at a cost of 
$7,000. A rude image was also 
spray-painted onto the wicket.

Meanwhile, at Glenhaven 
Oval, an alleged e-bike was 
driven across the pitch, leaving 
deep grooves. Repairs are 

underway and are expected to 
cost Council more than $7,000.

Mayor of The Hills Shire,  
Dr Michelle Byrne, condemned 
the actions, saying they have 
caused serious disruption to 
local cricket competitions.

“Five minutes of brainless 
fun has ruined an entire season 
of cricket for three clubs,” 
Mayor Byrne said.

She added that the financial 
impact will fall on ratepayers.

“Council is assessing the  
full extent of the damage  
and will confirm repair costs  
in the coming days. Sadly,  
these costs will ultimately  
fall on our ratepayers,  
which is unacceptable.

“This is not fair on the 
community, the police, the 
sports clubs and Council who 
now faces the burden of repairs 
and diverting resources from 
more important priorities.”

Council is urging residents 
to assist the Police with the 
investigation. If you have CCTV 
footage or any information, 
contact Hills Police Area 
Command or Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000.

“I ask that the community 
keep an eye out. If they 
hear or see anything that is 
unusual, please contact police 
immediately so that we can 
catch these perpetrators in  
the act,” the Mayor said.

Tyre marks on Les Shore Reserve.
Photo: from Hills Council

Pitch set on fire at  
Fred Caterson Reserve.
Photo: Hills Council

Bushfire at Gibbs Rd, Kenthurst.
Photo: Oakville RFB
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YOU ARE INVITED TO

BINET HOMES
JOIN US FOR THE LAUNCH OF OUR
 NEWEST LUXURY DISPLAY HOME

SATURDAY 6TH | SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER, 11AM - 4PM
4 AYLING ST, PITT TOWN   |   0412 822 608 | 9868 3222

2025 HIA NATIONAL AWARD WINNING BUILDER

YOU ARE INVITED TO

BINET HOMES
JOIN US FOR THE LAUNCH OF OUR
 NEWEST LUXURY DISPLAY HOME

SATURDAY 6TH | SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER, 11AM - 4PM
4 AYLING ST, PITT TOWN   |   0412 822 608 | 9868 3222

2025 HIA NATIONAL AWARD WINNING BUILDER

Ongoing Open House Times 6th December – 21st December:
• Wednesdays & Fridays: 11:00 am – 5:00pm
• Saturdays & Sundays: 11:00am – 4:00pm

 HOLIDAY SEASON OPENING TIMES LISTED ON OUR WEBSITE

FIREARMS SEIZED
A 74-year-old South Maroota resident faces 
several charges after police discovered multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition at his 
property.

Police responded to calls from neighbours 
on the evening of Saturday, November 9th who 
alleged the 74-year-old fired a shotgun in his 
backyard, causing distress to nearby residents.

When police arrived they secured the area 
and conducted a thorough investigation. The 
man (who is not a firearms licence holder) 
was allegedly found in possession of multiple 
unregistered firearms and ammunition. 
Additionally, prohibited drugs were discovered 
on the premises.

He was arrested and taken to Castle Hill 
police station. He faces multiple charges, 
including unauthorized possession and use of 
firearms, possession of unregistered firearms, 
failure to safely store firearms, possession of 
ammunition without a license, and possession 
and supply of prohibited drugs.  He was given 
strict bail to attend Parramatta Local Court next 
month.

Police thanked community members and 
reminded the public about the NSW Firearms 
Amnesty, asking that all unregistered firearms 
are surrendered.

FRAUDSTER CAUGHT
A man is due to face court charged with nearly 
30 fraud-related offences spanning the Sydney 
area following his arrest at Quakers Hill on 
Tuesday, 12th November.

In the past six months, 28 incidents have 
been reported to police, where elderly victims 
were targeted by persons posing as bank 
officials. They have been allegedly tricked into 
believing their bank accounts and credit cards 
have been compromised.

On each occasion, elderly victims have been 
instructed to place their credit cards into an 
envelope and leave it in their letter box, along 
with their PIN numbers.

The cards were collected and allegedly used 
across greater Sydney to make purchases and 
cash withdrawals from ATMs.

Detectives from Riverstone Police Area 
Command commenced an investigation and 
identified offences using this method occurred 
in Riverstone, Kuring Gai, North Shore and Blue 
Mountains Police Area Commands.

Following inquiries, on Tuesday 12 
November 2024, investigators attended a unit 
at Walker Street, Quakers Hill, and arrested a 
22-year-old man.

Police later executed a search warrant at
the premises and seized a number of items 
relevant to the investigation.

The man was taken to Riverstone Police 
Station where he was charged with 28 offences: 
dishonestly obtain financial advantage by 
deception (27 counts) and recklessly deal with 
proceeds of crime.

Police allege that the frauds exceeded 
$65,000. Riverstone Police Area Command 
Crime Manager, Detective Inspector Meagan 

Finlay said the arrest was the result of an 
extensive investigation across numerous 
commands which resulted in identifying an 
offender targeting elderly people.”

Police would like to use this incident 
to remind the public to take the following 
precautions to reduce the risk of being 
scammed by cold-callers:
 • If you receive a threatening phone call (and

demanding money), hang up immediately;
 • Do not disclose personal details to the caller;
 • Never provide your personal or banking details

to a person who calls you;
 • Never provide your financial PIN or account 

passwords to anyone;
 • Do not make any payments to the caller, either

via phone, internet, or cash;
 • If you are suspicious about the credentials of 

a person on the phone, ask questions of them. 
If they avoid answering or refuse to provide 
information, hang up;

 • Don’t let scammers pressure you – scammers 
use detailed scripts to convince you that 
they’re the real deal and create a high-pressure
situation to make a decision on the spot;

 • If you think you have provided your account
details to a scammer, contact your bank or 
financial institution immediately; and

 • Contact police immediately to report the incident.

To find out more information about scams or 
to find out other ways to protect yourself, visit 
www.scamwatch.gov.au.

If you have been the victim of a scam, you 
can report it to local police or to the ACCC 
online at the ‘SCAMwatch report a scam’ page 
or by calling 1300 795 995.

STABBING CHARGE
A man has been charged following an alleged 
stabbing in Carlingford yesterday.

About 2pm yesterday (Sunday 10 November 
2024), officers attached to Ryde Police Area 
Command were called to Carlingford Road, 
Carlingford, following reports of a stabbing 
inside a restaurant.

Police were told two employees had an argu-
ment before one man allegedly stabbed the other 
man multiple times in his head, face and arms.

The 63-year-old man suffered non-life 
threatening injuries and was taken to Royal 

North Shore Hospital for further treatment. 
The 46-year-old man was arrested at the scene. 
He was taken to hospital under police guard for 
treatment for a minor injury to his head.

A crime scene was established and 
examined by specialist officers.

The 46-year-old man was released from 
hospital and taken to Gladesville Police Station 
where he was charged with wounding a person 
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.

He was refused bail to appear before 
Burwood Local Court today (Mon 11 Nov 2024).

SPEEDING TEENS
At 2.30am 9th November 2024, Ryde Highway 
Patrol officers were conducting stationary 
speed enforcement on the M2 Motorway 
near Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills. During 
this operation, a 19-year-old male driving a 
2016 black BMW 530i was observed traveling 
westbound at an estimated speed of no less 
than 150 km/h in a sign-posted 100 km/h 
zone. The P-Plate driver was stopped and 
spoken to by police. He was issued a fine of 
$3,300 for speeding over 45 km/h and received 
an automatic licence suspension for six 
months.

On Thursday, 7th November, around 1:30pm, 
police observed an unregistered red BMW 3 
Series convertible fitted with plates registered 
to a green BMW 5 Series sedan in Castle Hill. 
The vehicles belonged to an 18-year-old male, 
a suspended P1 license holder. At 9:30am the 
next day, police spotted the same red BMW on 
Cecil Ave. Upon noticing the police, the driver 
allegedly performed a u-turn and sped off, 
losing sight of the officers. Minutes later, the 
vehicle was located stationary on Parsonage 
Road, the driver having “driven the wheels off it” 
in an alleged attempt to avoid being caught. The 
driver received six infringement notices within 
24 hours, totaling $3,862 and 6 demerit points, 
and was arrested and charged with 

**Drive motor vehicle while license 
suspended, 2nd+ offence**.

LUCKY ESCAPE
An 18-year-old escaped serious injury when his 
car was sliced in half following a crash on Old 
Northern Road, Baulkham Hills at approximately 
7.15pm on Tuesday, November 5th.

Police are still investigating the incident 
on Old Northern Road at the junction of Hill St, 
Baulkham Hills. 

The P-plater walked away from the scene 
but was arrested after returning a positive 

roadside breath test.  He was taken to Castle 
Hill Police Station where he returned a blood 
alcohol reading of 0.110.  His licence was 
immediately suspended, and he was charged 
with Mid Range Drink Driving, and will appear in 
Parramatta Local Court on the 11 Dec 2024The 
45-year-old driver of the other vehicle has been
conveyed to the hospital as a precaution.

Hills to Hawkesbury Community News | 15 November 2024 Read online: www.hillstohawkesbury.com.au4
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Based in Kenthurst and servicing Kenthurst and the Hills area.

Specialising in Blocked Drains
Leaking Taps • Hot Water Installations & Repairs • Burst Pipes  

Gas Fitting & Repairs • Leaking Toilets

(02) 9067 9519  
hello@todstaplumbing.com.au

www.todstaplumbing.com.au 

Kindness You Can Wrap
Our elders have given us wisdom, patience, 
and stories worth retelling. This Christmas, 
let’s return that love with gifts that enrich 
their everyday life.

A reclining chair for easier rest, a light, 
foldable walker for outings, or a soothing 

massage cushion can bring daily comfort and 
a renewed sense of independence. Pair it with 
your time, a chat, a shared meal, a laugh.

Such thoughtful gifts aren’t just about 
convenience; they’re about gratitude. They show 
we notice, care, and wish to make life a little 

gentler for those who’ve given us so much.
Explore meaningful Christmas gift ideas 

that blend compassion with practicality at 
www.KarisLife.com.au, because every act 
of care helps someone live with greater 
comfort and joy.

Christmas – a special time to give and receive with Rotary
This Christmas, the Rotary Club of The 
Hills-Kellyville is giving families a chance to 
both give and receive. By coming to one of 
two easy locations, Hills families can ‘receive’ 
a wonderful fresh, real Christmas tree. The 
‘giving’ part is that 100% of the profit from your 
Christmas tree purchase will go to great Rotary 
works in the local community and beyond.
Fresh Christmas trees are sold on 2 
weekends in December. These weekends 
have been chosen to ensure the trees look 
their best for Christmas celebrations:
• Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th December 
• Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th December
Christmas trees are available on both 
weekends in two convenient locations:
•	� The Bull & Bush Hotel (car park), cnr 

Windsor Rd & Seven Hills Rd, Baulkham Hills
•	� The Ettamogah Hotel (car park), cnr 

Windsor Rd & Merriville Rd, Kellyville Ridge
Both locations have plenty of space to park 
and select a Christmas tree. The Rotary 
team will even load the trees for customers. 

And for those really stuck, 
arrangements can be made for 
delivery. The finest of Christmas 
Trees are sourced from farms in 
the Southern Highlands of NSW 
and are freshly delivered each 
weekend.

Another way to give back to the 
community through The Rotary 
Club of The Hills-Kellyville this 
Christmas is ‘The Giving Tree” 
located at Grove Square (formerly 
Stockland Mall), Baulkham Hills. The Giving 
Tree has supported those in need at Christmas 
for more than two decades and this year up to 
200 gifts will go to children, young adults and 
women at three women’s refuges.

Funds from Christmas Tree sales raised 
go entirely to projects of The Rotary Club of 
the Hills-Kellyville. Local programs include 
literacy initiatives for youth development and 
a local community garden. Further afield 
the club continues its Bourke Public School 
Breakfast Club project, helping to increase 

school attendance. The club 
continues to be proactive in 
providing support for drought, 
flood and bushfire affected 
communities. The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead 
purchased new state-of-the-art 
equipment for their Eye Clinic 
with funds organised by the 
Club. On the international front, 
the Club is also involved in 
major humanitarian projects in 

Sri Lanka and India.
The Rotary Club of The Hills-Kellyville also 

organises events giving back to the local 
community such as the Sydney Hills Garden 
Competition and Jazz at the Pines. Anyone 
wanting to be part of an inspired group that is 
making a difference, contact the Club though 
our website or Facebook page.

Visit us at www.hillsrotary.org.au or for more 
details about our Christmas Trees, please 
contact Keith Stapley on 0412 079 014.

REJIMON PUNCHAYIL

www.karislife.com.au


D O O R A L R O U N D U P D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5 11

A RARE OFFERING

Lots 3–6, 12 Fleur Close, West Pennant Hills

• Brand new subdivision
•  4x 2000m2 lots available, ranging in size  

from 2024m2 - 2676m2
• Large frontages and level building blocks
• Private and leafy setting

Please contact our team for more information.

Kristian Danckert  0402 686 943
Kadison Danckert  0421 223 036
Wayne Danckert  0421 224 417

Four Exclusive 2000m2  
Residential Lots

NOW SELLING
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As the year draws to a close, many of us look 
forward to spending time with family and 
friends, celebrating, reflecting on the past 
year, and setting new goals. While we know 
that financial pressures are real for many 
households, summer in Hornsby Shire offers 
plenty of ways to relax and have fun without 
breaking the bank.
From cooling off at our aquatic centres or 
enjoying the river, to exploring bushwalks, 
playing in one of our new or upgraded 
playgrounds, or sharing a picnic in our 
beautiful parks and gardens, there’s so much 
to discover right here on your doorstep. 
A highlight of the summer season will be our 
fantastic Australia Day celebration at Fagan 
Park in Galston. Expect live music, food trucks, 
family activities and more, a great day out for 
everyone. While you’re there, why not visit the 
historic Netherby Homestead and wander 
through the Gardens of Many Nations?
There’s also a great line-up of community 
events happening across the Shire this 
summer. To see what’s on, check out the 
events section on our new-look website. If 
you’re an event organiser, you can list your 
event there too using a simple form. Visit 
hornsby.nsw.gov.au for details.
Summer is also the perfect time to dive into a 
good book. Hornsby Shire Library’s Big 
Summer Reads program runs from 1 December 
to 31 January and encourages children 18 and 
under to explore the amazing world of books. 
Head to your local library or visit the library’s 
website to register, access reading 
recommendations, and even win great prizes.
Children will also love Hide and Go Creek, a 
free family-friendly activity encouraging 
families to explore local creeks, learn about 
the importance of protecting them, and take 
action to keep them healthy. Head out to find 
Craig the cheeky freshwater spiny crayfish 
hiding at five creeks across the Shire. Find 
out more at hideandgocreek.com.au
Finally, thank you for your support of Council 
and for sharing your feedback and ideas 
throughout the year. I wish you a joyful 
holiday season and a happy new year.
Warren Waddell 
Mayor of Hornsby Shire

from the  
Mayor's Desk

To lodge, view and track the latest Development Applications in your area please visit: hornsby.nsw.gov.au/property

hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Latest News 25,000
TREES2020B

Y

Next Council meeting Wednesday 10 December, 6.30pm

Closed from 4pm Tuesday 23 December 2025, reopening 
8.30am 6 January 2026
Expect changed traffic conditions and possible delays
Remember to prepare for your visit: hornsby.nsw.gov.au/crc

Community Recycling Centre  
Opening Hours

Exhibition: Tuesday 2 to Sunday 7 December 10am–4pm
Wallarobba Arts and Cultural Centre 
An exhibition of works by artists from Hornsby Studio Artes, inspired 
by Hornsby Shire’s landmarks and unique natural environment.

STUDIO ARTES: 
Here, Seen, Celebrated!

1 December – 31 January 
Love books? Love prizes?
Join Hornsby Shire Libraries’ free 
Summer Reading Challenge! It’s for kids 
and teens (0-18) and  
runs all summer long.
For more information  
pop into your library,  
scan the QR code or visit
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/BigSummerRead

This summer, find Craig, 
the cheeky freshwater 
spiny crayfish hiding 
in five creeks across 
Hornsby Shire!

Ready to seek? Visit: 
hideandgocreek.com.au

For Council opening hours during Christmas and New Year visit:
hornsby.nsw.gov.au/christmasopeninghours

http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au
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Contact us 0477 770 171 or visit mhpbuilders.com.au

M H Projects Pty Ltd Qualified, Licensed & InsuredLic No: 482411C

Proudly local,
uncompromising on detail
Specialising in all forms of residential building works, from 
bathroom renovations to complete extensions and additions

Special honours for students across the Hills
A special project of the Rotary 
Club of the Hills-Kellyville is an 
annual writing competition for 
year 6 students in schools across 
the Hills area and surrounding 
districts. This year’s writing 
competition culminated in an 
awards night held on August 25th 
at The Lyceum in the Castle Hill 
RSL Club well attended by 189 
people. The evening was well 
attended by school pupils, their 
teachers and parents as well as 
special guests and Rotary Club 
members. Special guests included 
Mark Hodges MP (State Member 
for Castle Hill), Mark Taylor MP 
(State Member for Winston Hills), 
Dr Michelle Byrne (Mayor – Hills 
Shire Council), Frank De Masi 
(Deputy Mayor – Hills Shire 
Council), Mitchell Councillor – Hills 
Shire Council), Haran Ramacharan 
(District Governor Nominee 2026-
27- Rotary District 9685), Bas 
Bhaskarn (Rotary District 9685 
Youth Chairman), Rick Cumming 
and Mike Yeo (RSL Directors)

This year is a significant 
milestone. 50 years since the 
Rotary Club of The Hills-Kellyville 
was established and 20 years of 
the Rotary Writing Competition. 
Both have gone from strength to 

strength. The Rotary Club of The 
Hills-Kellyville is proud to recognise 
the effort and achievements of the 
students from 14 local schools 
who participated in this popular 
annual competition that primary 
schools are eager to participate in.

“The purpose of the competition 
is to promote Literacy among 
Year 6 Students in the Hills 
district. The title of this year's 
narrative was ‘I saw my friend 
being bullied by some kids in 
the school playground’. There 
were so many incredible entries 
from students across 12 schools 
who participated that it was a 
challenge for the judges to select 
top entrants. The Rotary Writing 
Competition continues to be one 
of the highlights of our Rotary Year 
because it promotes literacy as an 
important part of our Rotary Youth 
encouragement program” said 
John van den Burg, President of the 
Rotary Club of the Hills-Kellyville.

Schools represented in this 
year’s competition included Public 
Schools (Bella Vista, Crestwood, 
Excelsior, Ironbark Ridge, Jasper 
Road, Kellyville, Matthew Pearce, 
Sherwood Ridge & Winston Hills) 
as well as Independent Schools 
(Our Lady of The Angels, Our Lady 

of The Rosary, Rouse Hill Anglican 
College, St Angela’s & St Michael’s). 

The top placed students and 
their schools were:
•	 1st place: Kayesha Verma from 

Crestwood Public School
•	 2nd place: Connor Behrens from 

Rouse Hill Anglican College
•	 3rd place: Ella Yoon from 

Winston Hills Public School
The winning schools were:
•	 1st place: Iron Bark Ridge 

Primary School
•	 2nd place: Excelsior Public School
•	 3rd place: Winston Hills Public 

School
The top placed students and 

schools received awards, trophies 
and monetary prizes thanks to 
our patrons of the awards and 
Five Senses Education. We are 
also grateful to Club Grants NSW 
via Castle Hill RSL in supporting 
The Hills-Kellyville Rotary Club to 
host this event, as through their 

generosity, a large number of 
school representatives, parents, 
and students were able to 
participate in the Presentation 
Night. 

The Rotary Club of the 
Hills-Kellyville has had a long 
association with youth programs in 
The Hills, further afield in Australia 
as well as overseas. These include 
a breakfast program at Bourke 
Public School, Rotary Youth 
Exchange programs, Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards, The Rotary 
Youth Program of Enrichment 
and the Model United Nations 
Assembly but to name a few. Other 
works of the Club include local 
community events and fund raising 
for numerous programs far and 
wide, from the Hills area to outback 
Australia to overseas communities 
with specific needs. To be part of 
an inspired group that is making a 
difference, contact the club though 
our website or Facebook page. 
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www.hillsdistrictvet.com.au
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ADVERTORIALS

Mark can help you by
• Representing you in the NSW Parliament

• Assisting you to access State services

• Communicating your issues to the relevant Ministers

• Organising Justice of the Peace applications

• Recognising Community Achievements

Contact
Mark

 02 9686 3110   castlehill@parliament.nsw.gov.au   
 MarkHodges.com.au  markhodgesmp   MarkHodgesMP

 Suite 1A, 19-21 Terminus St Castle Hill 2154  

Authorised by Mark Hodges MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

Keeping your Pets Safe this 
Festive Season

As the year winds down and the holiday season 
arrives, many of us are busy preparing meals, 
decorating the house and celebrating with family 
and friends. Our pets, of course, are often right 
underfoot, hoping for dropped snacks or a 
sneaky taste of whatever is on the table. But this 
time of year brings a few seasonal hazards that 
are easy to miss.

Many traditional Christmas foods can be dangerous  
for pets. Items such as grapes, raisins and sultanas,  
often found in puddings, fruit mince pies and fruit cakes,  
are toxic even in small amounts. Chocolate, macadamias, 
cooked bones and alcohol can also cause serious illness,  
so it’s best to keep these well out of reach.

Even foods that aren’t strictly 'toxic' can still cause  
problems. Rich, fatty dishes like ham, crackling, gravy and  
roast meats are a common cause of gastrointestinal upsets 
over the holidays. In some cases, they can trigger pancreatitis, 
a painful and potentially life-threatening condition. Sticking to  
a pet’s usual diet and avoiding table scraps is the safest way  
to prevent trouble.

Leftovers sitting out in warm weather, skewers, string from 
roasts and festive decorations can also pose risks if chewed or 
swallowed. A quick tidy-up after meals and keeping bins secure 
can help avoid accidental snacking.

With a little planning and awareness, our pets can enjoy  
the festive season alongside us - safely and comfortably, 
without any unwanted trips to the vet.

- �DR CASSIE O'CALLAGHAN, HILLS DISTRICT VET

Dec Locals – Fire Alert, Watch Out
We people who live in the  
Hills area are often close to 
National Park reserves. We can’t 
help notice the way trees are 
starting to experience extreme 
moisture stress, just watch the 
leaves falling.

Those leaves evolve into a mat 
that can become a bed for flying 
embers. Sweep up the leaves, 
don’t leave them lying around. Get Aussie Pumps Fire Survival Guide. 
It’s FREE and is available from all the best pump outlets in the area.

Make sure your property and family are safe. It’s not too late.

Protect Your Horse
It’s widely known that the biggest concentration of equine activity  
is in Sydney’s Hills district. Anywhere from Galston or Kenthurst 
through to the river, and back to Windsor and Richmond.

Horses are beautiful and elegant and that is why we love them.  
Here are some pointers for how to keep your horses safe.

Choose a suitable low risk area, and move stock before extreme  
fire danger. Ensure there is adequate water and fodder in case they 
need to stay for a long period. Horses should be in an open paddock 
so they can move freely. Remove rugs and halters with plastic or metal 
fittings. Consider using a rope holder.

For possible identification, spray paint your mobile number on  
their coat.

Don’t open gates that allow stock to access public roads.  
Contact Primary Industries for further information.

All of this and loads more is in Aussie’s Fire Survival Guide.  
Get your copy and start planning and acting now.

http://markhodges.com.au
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We are  
No.1 in  

the No.2 
Business.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 

9427 2802
www.ableliquidwaste.com.au

• Enviro Cycle Tank Cleaning
• Septic Tank Cleaning
• Stormwater Cleaning

• Grease Trap Cleaning
• Confined Space Entry
• Seniors Discount

Septic Tank Services

Recognising Jesus  
at Christmas
In Luke chapter 2, we read about Simeon and Anna –  
two faithful people who had spent many years in  
the temple, praying and watching over many children. 
But when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus, Simeon 
and Anna immediately recognised him as the promised 
Christ. Because they were close to God, their hearts 
were ready to see who Jesus truly was. Others may have 
admired him as a beautiful baby, but only Simeon and 
Anna understood that he was the Son of God.

This happened throughout Jesus’ life. Many saw him, 
but only a few recognised him as God’s Son. Even today, 
many people go to church and know about Jesus, but not 
all have made him the centre of their lives. At Christmas, 
we may sing carols but still miss meeting Christ himself.

Simeon and Anna waited their whole lives to  
see Jesus. Those who follow him fully still find their 
lives changed. Jesus was holy, sent to save us. His birth 
changed the world. Christmas is not just a holiday, but it 
is a celebration of God’s love and grace.

Let’s prepare for Christmas with hearts full of love  
and devotion. May we sing with joy and welcome  
Jesus again.

You are welcome to join us in Christmas Services  
at Cherrybrook Uniting Church:
•	 Christmas Eve – Wednesday 24th December at 7.30pm
•	 Christmas Day – Thursday 25th December at 9.00am

REV PETER CHUNG 
CHERRYBROOK UNITING CHURCH

Dural Cubs and Leaders  
Region Cuborette

Recently over 430 people attended  
the Greater Western Sydney  
Region Cuborette for 2025, at Camp 
Ku-Ring-Gai on the banks of the 
Hawkesbury in Cumberland Reach,  
and Dural Cubscouts and Leaders were 
well represented.

The weather was spectacular, and 
spirits were high when over 255 Cub 
Scouts undertook challenging activities. 

They tested their limits with dragon boat racing, jousting, archery, Viking 
games, RC car racing, Viking skills, Viking chess, an amazing maze, spices & 
herbs identification, Viking writing and armour making, with an amazing wide 
game of skill topped off with movies under the stars – with popcorn!

The Cuborette could not have run without the help of our numerous 
supporters. With Scouts, Venturers and Rover Scouts designing and running 
the bases, several Leaders, parent helpers and carers ensuring that our youth 
had a tent to sleep in and food in their bellies, and extravagant gateways - 
what more could the Cubs dream of? The consensus is that we hold another 
Cuborette next year.

Scouts offer all these experiences. If you have a child with a love of the 
outdoors, get them to come and try Scouts. Anyone between 5 and 25 can join.

If you’re older, you could consider becoming a Leader. Full training  
is provided, free of charge.

Dural Scout Group currently has vacancies for Girls and Boys from  
5 to 25 years. Joeys (5yo), Cubs (8yo), Scouts (12yo) and Venturers (16yo).

Please contact Phirooza: 0411 731 976 or phiroozab@gmail.com or  
Simon: simon.edwards@nsw.scouts.com.au
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Premiere Hands of Care is a leading provider of comprehensive social, home
and aged care services dedicated to improving the lives of individuals and
families in our community. Our team is passionate about making a positive
impact and providing exceptional care to those in need. 

Our Services 
Social + recreational activities 
Personalised care plans 
Housekeeping/laundry
services 
Transport assistance 
Hospice and palliative care 
Nursing care 
Assisted living 

Empowering Lives
where Compassion
Meets Excellence

‘Delivering dignity and
support with a commitment

to excellence in every
interaction.’

Contact Us:
www.premierehandsofcare.com.au 
admin@premierehandsofcare.com.au
PH: 02 7232 2835
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The Benefits of Wearing  
Your Hearing Aids All Day:  
Making Your Hearing Better with Ear Studio
At Ear Studio, our dedicated and highly 
skilled team is committed to helping 
our clients make the most out of their 
hearing devices. We follow best practice 
audiological principles to ensure that every 
client receives the highest standard of care, 
leading to optimal hearing outcomes. In 
this article, we will explore 3 key benefits 
of wearing your hearing aids all day, 
highlighting how it can significantly enhance 
your overall hearing and well-being.

1.	Improving Communication
Much of our daily communication involves 
hearing. From talking to your family members 
and friends to an interaction at the shops or 
speaking to a health professional. Some of 
them may be more important than others. Of 
course, you will want to understand advice or 
warnings extended to you from your doctor 
or other professionals. Yet sometimes, it is 
a little interaction you may share with others 
that has the potential to make you smile and 
can make a difference to your day.
2.	Improve Your Connections with Others
Connections with your loved ones grow over 
time and, like plants, benefit from regular 
attention. Being able to have a meaningful 
conversation is part of that. Ensuring you 

can join in during events, big and small, lets 
you be part of the action. Social connections 
not only bring joy and warmth to our lives, 
but they also help prevent feelings of 
loneliness and isolation.
3.	Help Maintain Cognitive Functions
The connection between hearing loss and 
an increased risk of dementia has been well 
studied in recent years. While the risk of 
dementia may seem far away in the future for 
some of us, a more immediate factor is our 
daily cognitive load. With an untreated hearing 
loss, our brain must work much harder and 
uses its resources to receive information. 
As a result, fewer cognitive resources for 
processing and understanding are available. 
Should the information you receive be 
complex or fast, such as rapid speech, even 
more resources are needed. If this becomes 
too hard, most people become stressed; they 
may seem impatient as they cannot keep 
up, they may feel embarrassed to ask for 
repetition, and others simply switch off.

Hearing aids can therefore bring benefits in 
different parts of your life. It is important 
to point out that these positive factors will 
only come into play if your hearing devices 
are worn daily, ideally for most of the day. 

Only then will your brain continue to receive 
auditory stimulation and stay active. The 
longer your brain remains deprived of this 
stimulation, the more work you will have to 
put in to achieve your maximum outcome.

At Ear Studio, we believe in the positive 
change improved hearing can bring to you. 
Our commitment to best practice audiology 
ensures that you receive personalised care 
tailored to your unique hearing needs. If you 
(or a loved one) would like to explore any of 
these aspects, please take the time to call us 
today. You can contact our friendly reception 
staff at Ear Studio on (02) 9159 6122 or via 
email at reception@earstudio.com.au. We are 
happy to help find a time that is suitable for 
you. We are open Monday to Thursday from 
9am to 5pm and Fridays from 9am to 4pm 
and are located at Lawton House in Castle Hill 
(suites 9-10 / 60 Cecil Ave). We look forward to 
guiding you on the journey to better hearing.

http://www.earstudio.com.au
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Book a 
private tour 
today

NOW SELLING

Display Homes Now Open 7 Days 
Visit the Sales and Information Centre  
330-334 Galston Road, Galston.

Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm.  
Sunday 10am - 2pm.

Open Day 
Saturday 13 December 10:30am 
at Galston Village.

1300 533 296 | sales@livingchoice.com.au

Luxury living awaits at  
Living Choice Galston.

Move in now and look forward 
to the Leisure Centre 
opening in 2026 — designed 
for wellness and connection.

Galston’s 
finest retirement village. 
Homes now available.

Opening 2026

The choice of luxury  
and the luxury of choice.

1300 533 296 
livingchoice.com.au

Visit the Sales and Information Centre  
330-334 Galston Road, Galston.

You may have to pay a departure fee when you leave this village which may impact on the capital gains received.
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STAGE 3 LAUNCH
Over-55s independent-living community.

Stage 3 now available for sale.
North facing, single level villas designed for

easy, independent living.

in less than 2 month ! 

Experience Life, Beautifully Designed

www.marstonliving.com.au
1300 040 588

Discover Your Dream Home Today!

25% sold
Construction has begun !
Join us at the Rosella showroom to explore
residences, amenities and the calm bushland
setting that make life here feel effortless. 

1300 040 588
3 Pellitt Lane, Dural

www.rosellaretirement.com.au

392 Galston Road, Galston
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(02) 8919 4708   
2/2 Kenthurst Road Dural 2158

BUYING & SELLING
P R E L O V E D  J E W E L L E R Y
We Buy Gold & Jewellery in any condition.
Explore our collection of antique, vintage  

& contemporary jewellery in-store or online.
Sustainable - Affordable - Unique

www.kingsestate.com.au

When was your last
pumpout??

When was your last
pumpout??

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

We recommend a pumpout 
every 3-5 years depending on how many 

people reside there. 

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

Staples Premier Pumpouts is an Australian owned family business 
- we live local - we work local -

We offer you a friendly, reliable and thorough septic tank
pumpout service at a competitive price. 

When you book with us you can be sure that you 
will receive professional service with the utmost respect for you

and your property.

PREMIER PUMPOUTSPREMIER PUMPOUTS

02 9457 877702 9457 8777Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help 

Not sure what you need?
We are always in the area to help www.premierpumpouts.com.auwww.premierpumpouts.com.au

It’s what we have 

been doing successfully

 for over 30 years!

October was a quiet time at Dural Bocce Club with our usual games 
continuing on Tuesday mornings and Friday evenings. At the same 
time our members were eagerly following the efforts of the Australian 
Under 18 and Under 23 Bocce players as they competed overseas at 
the prestigious Denis Rivera International Challenge in Monaco and 
the World Junior Championships in Mersin, Türkiye. It was exciting 
to see these young bocce players excel on the international stage 
especially as we met some of them when they took part in a coaching 
clinic the Dural Club hosted in September.

One of the young athletes we met at the clinic was 
Melissa Danelutti and it was fantastic to see her gain 
the silver medal in the Precision Throw division of 

the competition in Monaco. 
To achieve a silver at an 
international level is amazing 
and shows commitment and 

a dedication to her training but 
we also would like to think that 
a little bit of our Dural magic 
was the extra ingredient that 
helped her along the way.

Dural Bocce Club

www.kingsestate.com.au
http://www.premierpumpouts.com.au


D O O R A L R O U N D U P D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 522

SP
OR

TS
 N

EW
S

ARBORIST EST. 1956

Give Us a Call Today!

0414 635 650
info@mcardletrees.com.au

4th Generation  
Expert Arborist

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

24 Hour Emergency 
Service

TREE REMOVAL
STUMP GRINDING

MULCH SALES

PRUNING
LAND CLEARING
FIREWOOD

Christmas Time Again!
“Joy to the World!” the angels sang.
But we know that sometimes it is difficult to experience that joy.

There are all the expectations that can crowd out the “reason for  
the season”.

There can be the busyness of end of year activities – and yes, 
sometimes we schools can add to that.

But we here at Pacific Hills Christian School work to keep the story 
alive. It does not need much support to come back with impact – 
because there is indeed so much wonder within it.

G.K Chesterton, a wonderful write in the early 1900’s, wrote that 
when Jesus was born in a small cave cleft into a rock (which is 
probably the kind of ‘stable’ where Jesus was laid as a baby),  
the whole world changed, and that history from that time forth  
would move in a different direction.

Any review of world history would agree with that insight.  
So would the lives of the many millions upon millions of 
people who have lived differently because Christmas has 
become the pivotal moment of meaning in their lives.

So, this Christmas, look for the joy. And if you 
are finding it hard to find, go back to the origins of 
Christmas. Read the story again, quietly,  
with your children. Go to a church and experience  
the celebration more deeply.

In reaching within our hearts to find the true  
spirit of Christmas again, we will find something 
true, profound and beautiful.

Amen.

BY DR STEPHEN FYSON OF  
PACIFIC HILLS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Dural Bowling Club
VALE NICK SHEERIN

Nick Sheerin one of the long serving Member of Dural 
Bowling Club passed away on the 25th August 2025. He 
was still playing this year and was runners up in the Triple 
competition. He was remembered at his celebrations of 

life at the Galston Club on the 14th November.

CARNIVAL
A very enjoyable day of bowls and social 

interchange was what made the Living Choice Carnival, staged on 
Monday, 20th October a success. A small field of 12 teams took 
part and the winning team was from Pennant Hills. Special thanks 
must go to our sponsors (Living Choice) the Match Committee 
members, their spouses and the umpire for the day.

WOMEN’S MAJOR SINGLES
The Women’s Major Singles Final, played on 28th October, saw an 
enthralling game between Lyn Luxford and Kate Liu.

Lyn came out triumphant after Kate put up some challenging 
bowls. Congratulations to Lyn on her maiden major title and 
commiserations to Kate.

MEN’S MAJOR SINGLE
The semifinals will be played this Saturday 15th November 2025. 
This is the last tournament of the year.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AND PRESENTATION
The members of Dural Bowlers will celebrate the end of the 
season with a lunch on Saturday 13th December which will be 
followed with the presentation of awards to the winners and 
runners up of this season competitions.

Anyone interested in playing bowls please contact  
Robert on 0411 375 580.

http://mcardletrees.com.au


D O O R A L R O U N D U P D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5 23

CO
M

M
UN

ITY N
EW

S
SCHOOL NEW

S

1 0 . 0 0 A M  –  2 . 0 0 P M

Oakhill College, Castle Hill | oakhill.nsw.edu.au | 9899 2288

Open Day 
Sunday 6th March 2022

Feet on the ground. Aiming for the stars.

1 0 . 0 0 A M  –  2 . 0 0 P M

Oakhill College, Castle Hill | oakhill.nsw.edu.au | 9899 2288

Bookings essential. Check website for COVID-19 updates.

Open Day 
Sunday 6th March 2022



Feet on the ground. Aiming for the stars.

Open Day 
Sunday 3rd March

1 0 . 0 0 A M  –  2 . 0 0 P M

423-513 Old Northern Rd, Castle Hill 
oakhill.nsw.edu.au | 9899 2288

Bookings essential. 

Feet on the ground. Aiming for the stars.

Open Day 
Sunday 3rd March

1 0 . 0 0 A M  –  2 . 0 0 P M

423-513 Old Northern Rd, Castle Hill 
oakhill.nsw.edu.au | 9899 2288

Bookings essential. 

Sunday 22nd February

Transforming Learning at  
Galston High School:  
HPGE Infrastructure Works Underway
Galston High School is proud to announce 
its selection for the 2026 High Potential 
Partner School Program (HPGE)—a 
significant NSW Department of Education 
initiative designed to elevate learning 
opportunities for high potential and gifted 
students in priority schools. As part of the 
program, GHS will receive targeted funding 
to upgrade specialist teaching spaces, 
strengthen talent development programs, 
and further embed the HPGE Education 
policy across our learning community.

The selection criteria reflect schools 
with increasing enrolment demand, 
diverse student needs, and strong capacity 
for growth—areas where Galston High 
continues to excel. The program’s vision 
aligns closely with our own: ensuring every 
learner receives a high-quality education and 
achieves ambitious learning goals each year.

Already known for our warm, inclusive 
culture—where every student is known, 
valued, cared for and challenged—this 
investment will expand our ability to 

offer rich, future-focused 
learning pathways. Planned 
infrastructure works include:
• �Upgraded TAS woodwork 

rooms aligned with current 
industry standards

• �Modernised visual arts  
studio spaces

• �Refreshed textiles and  
design spaces

• �Purpose-built music studios
• �Revamped STEM laboratories
• �Upgraded sporting facilities, 

including resurfaced courts, 
new markings and fencing

• �A revitalised front-of- 
school precinct
These improvements 

will further strengthen our 
commitment to academic excellence, 
creative expression, and hands-on,  
real-world learning.

We invite prospective families and 
community members to witness this 

exciting transformation firsthand at 
the Galston High School Open Day on 
Wednesday, 25th February. Come and 
see how we are shaping extraordinary 
opportunities for every student.
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Nan made history as 
the first woman to lead 
Hornsby Shire Council, 
serving as President 
before the title became 
Mayor. She remains the 
only woman to have 
held that office.

Nan led with 
humility, strength 
and an unwavering 
commitment to 
community values.

To celebrate her 
100th birthday and express our gratitude, I visited Nan with Hornsby 
Shire Mayor Warren Waddell, and we also had the pleasure of 
meeting Nan’s daughter, Dianne Donald.

Nan carries a strong local story through her husband’s family 
connection to Samuel Henry Horne, the ex-convict turned hero 
policeman after whom Hornsby is named.

Happy 100th birthday, Nan, and thank you for your extraordinary 
contribution to our community.

Nancy Irene Horne (Nan) Turns 100!
Our community is proudly celebrating the 100th birthday 
of Nancy Irene Horne (Nan), one of our most remarkable 
and beloved community leaders.
This milestone gives us a chance to reflect on Nan’s kindness, 
leadership and decades of service that have shaped the Hornsby 
area into the strong and welcoming community we know today.

Nan moved to Cherrybrook in 1962, when the area was still  
semi-rural, with dirt roads, orchards and open paddocks.

From her earliest days here, she committed herself to  
supporting local families and helping build a community where 
everyone felt included.

In 1987, recognising the need for greater early learning opportunities, 
Nan helped establish the Cherrybrook Community Pre-School.

Later that year, she was elected to Hornsby Shire Council, 
beginning 21 years of dedicated service.

James Wallace
H O R N S BY M P

Clr Mitchell Blue
T H E H I L L S S H I R E C O U N C I L

A few years ago, I was contacted by a number 
of residents from the Lower Portland area 
requesting the whereabouts of the Lower Portland 
WW1 and WW2 Honour Rolls.

The Honour Rolls once hung in the former 
Lower Portland Hall before it was demolished 
more than a decade ago. Since then, they have 
been in storage.

The community requested that the Honour 
Rolls again be displayed so that the veterans 
listed could be remembered and acknowledged by 
the community.

Given the age and material in which the rolls are constructed from, 
for preservation - a suitable location was required.

Well, the Honour Rolls have now found a new home. They are 
on display in a new purpose-built cabinet inside the Hills District 
Historical Society Museum.

The Museum is located on the Balcombe Heights Estate - Seven 
Hills Rd, Baulkham Hills and is open on the 1st and 3rd Saturday 
of the month between 12pm and 3pm. The museum has a great 
collection of historical items and the volunteers are happy to 

accommodate special visits for schools 
and community groups.

I visited the Museum on Remembrance 
Sunday to look at the Rolls and was  
very impressed.

I'd like to thank Ron McIntosh for 
working with the Hills District Historical 
Society and Council staff. Ron's passion 
for history is commendable. He is now 
researching the history of each person 
listed on the Honour Roll and will be 

registering the Rolls with the War Memorial.
As this is the last article for the year, I'd like to take this 

opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. May your Christmas be one of joy, peace, hope and love.  
Thank you for your ongoing support over the last twelve months and 
I look forward to working with you in 2026!

Julian Leeser
M E M B E R F O R B E R O W R A

Primary Student’s Big Idea to  
Support Mental Health
Sometimes the best ideas come from the youngest 
people in our community. Recently, I received a letter from 
Ashleigh Dewhurst, who noticed that some children feel 
too shy or uncertain to tell a teacher when something is 
troubling them.
Ashleigh wanted to do something about.

Her idea was for a “voice letterbox” at school, where students 
could write or draw what’s on their mind and post it privately. 
Teachers and principals could then read those notes and make sure 
no child’s concern goes unheard.

I subsequently wrote to our 
local Men’s Sheds about 
building these boxes for 
schools in our area, in 
addition to reaching out 
to our local schools to 
encourage them to take up 
the initiative.

The response has been 
overwhelmingly positive  
so far with Kenthurst,  
Hornsby-Berowra, North 
Epping, Hornsby Woodworking 
and Wisemans Ferry Men's Sheds 
committing to building the letterboxes.

I was proud to share Ashleigh’s idea in the Australian Parliament 
and help bring the community together to begin bringing her  
idea to life. It’s a reminder that real change can begin with our 
youngest voices.
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Dr Michelle Byrne
M AYO R O F T H E H I L L S S H I R E

Burnout at Les Shore Recreation Reserve
During the weekend of Saturday, November 15th, and Sunday, 
November 16th, an alleged burnout incident at Les Shore Reserve 
raised significant concern throughout the community.

This thoughtless act by one or more individuals resulted in 
unnecessary damage to our community’s sporting field,  
affecting weekend cricket games, and upsetting everyone who 
enjoys and values this space.

Council teams and police are actively investigating. As of writing 
this, we are assessing the full extent of the damage and will need 
time to complete repairs. Our goal is to restore the fields for 
community use as quickly as possible, especially as this damage is 
going to disrupt the cricket season.

If you have any CCTV footage of the incident, please contact  
Hills Local Area Command or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Christmas in The Hills
This December, embrace the long summer evenings and discover 
the Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Rose Garden, in Baulkham Hills, 
aglow with Christmas lights and festive cheer.

Every evening until January 1st, 2026, stroll through a spectacular 
six-metre walk-through Christmas tree, marvel at the sparkling 
nativity scene, giant bauble seat, dazzling star displays,  
countless twinkling lights, and so much more.

Council is also proud to support the Glenhaven Carols by 
Candlelight event on Sunday, December 14th, from 4pm to 9pm.  
This beloved community tradition received a $15,000 Arts,  

Culture and Events Council grant to help cover stage and  
production costs. I encourage everyone to attend and enjoy  
a festive, family-friendly evening.

Christmas Bin Collection 
This Christmas, Santa won’t be the only one working—our waste 
collection crews will be too. Bin collections will proceed as usual 
throughout the holiday period, even on public holidays.  
Please ensure your bins are at the kerbside the night before your 
collection day.

Summer at the Library 
Our libraries are the perfect place to inspire imagination  
this summer. Children aged 5 to 14 are invited to join the  
Summer Reading Adventure, running until January 31st, 2026.  
By completing their activity booklet, young readers can earn exciting 
rewards while keeping their minds active during the holidays.

Australia Day
I warmly invite everyone to Australia Day 2026 for a full day of  
family fun, live entertainment, and celebration. The festivities kick 
off with a DJ Pool Party at Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre in 
Baulkham Hills before continuing at Bella Vista Farm in Bella Vista 
for an evening filled with amusement rides, live music, fireworks,  
and delicious food. For more details, visit Council’s website,  
www.thehills.nsw.gov.au

As this is the last edition of the Dooral Roundup for the year, 
 I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your loved 
ones a very Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy and safe 2026.  
I look forward to continuing working side-by-side with you again  
in 2026, to ensure the Hills remains the greatest place on Earth.

Air Perfection  
Air Conditioning 
Sales, Service & Installation

0427 305 247
airperfection247@gmail.com

SENIORS DISCOUNT

Wishing you and your family a  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

 02 9980 1822   julian.leeser.mp@aph.gov.au 

 julianleeser.com.au   julianleesermp

JULIAN LEESER MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BEROWRA

Authorised by Julian Leeser MP, Liberal Party of Australia, Level 11, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills NSW 2120.

Damn Fire Tankers
We are an Australian owned and operated company that builds 
portable firefighting tankers for bush fire protection on rural 
properties.
Our tankers can pick up from your dam, creek, river, or 
swimming pool in just under 5 minutes, or use mains or tank 
water, for approximately 15 minutes of continuous operation.

 Built from heavy duty Australian Steel
 Powder coated for longevity
 Tankers are 1,000 litre food grade IBCs
  Genuine Honda powered Davey 5155 
Firefighter pump
 36m Firequip hose reel
 5m pick up hose as standard.

Bush Tanker is our 
number 1 tanker,  

and the similar  
Ute Tanker bolts  

onto your ute  
or box trailer.

Hop onto our website for product specs and pricing,  
or feel free to contact us for a chat!

Call Jon 0439 133 571
www.damnfiretankers.com.au
info@damnfiretankers.com.au
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Mark Hodges
M E M B E R F O R C A S T L E H I L L

Christmas Message
As the festive season approaches, Castle Hill is sparkling with 
Christmas joy and excitement. It’s the perfect time to reflect on the 
year gone by and celebrate the incredible community spirit that 
makes The Hills such a wonderful place to live.

The Hills District is already buzzing with festive energy!  
Streets are adorned with beautiful decorations, and the anticipation 

of carols, celebrations, and all the magic of Christmas fills the air.  
A joyful season is already unfolding.

This season of giving fills us with gratitude. In this spirit,  
I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the volunteers,  
local organisations, and businesses who work so tirelessly to  
make our celebrations—and our community—truly extraordinary  
in this season, and throughout the whole year. Your efforts,  
from stunning decorations to fun-filled activities, charitable works  
to community events, light up the Hills in every way!

It is remarkable to think that a child’s birth in a Bethlehem stable 
over two thousand years ago continues to inspire peace throughout 
the earth. As we gather with our loved ones, let’s take a moment  
to connect, reflect, and spread kindness to those in need.

On behalf of my team and myself, I wish each and every one of 
you a Christmas filled with joy, laughter, and love! May the New Year 
bring you health, happiness, and prosperity!

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Jane Seaglove
H O R N S BY C O U N C I L LO R

Hello Residents,
At last week’s general 
meeting, Hornsby 
Council voted to proceed 
with the Glenorie Village 
Place Plan, guiding 
future development with 
more housing options, 
local businesses, and 
community facilities. 
This follows the adoption of the Place Plan and Investigation Report, 
which looks at housing diversity, commercial opportunities,  
and mixed-use development. Council will now begin preparing a 
planning proposal to deliver the plan’s key actions.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR GLENORIE
Housing: More diverse options such as smaller rural lots  
and townhouses, allowing families who enjoy the semi-rural  
lifestyle to stay in the area as their needs change.
Commercial growth: A proposed mix of commercial and residential 
development at Cairnes Road and Old Northern Road,  
supporting small businesses in the village centre.
Coordination: A joint approach with The Hills Shire Council, 
recognising that Glenorie spans both local government areas.

During the week, I had the pleasure of attending 
the Remembrance Day ceremony at the WWI 
Cenotaph at Glenorie Memorial. The event 
brought together a thoughtful and respectful 
gathering, including State Members of 
Parliament, Glenorie Public School students, 
and local residents who came to pay  
their respects. The atmosphere was solemn yet 
community-minded, reflecting the spirit of Glenorie 
and its commitment to honouring those who served. 
It was a moving ceremony conducted primarily by the students of 
Glenorie Public School, who all did an excellent job in leading the 
proceedings with dignity and confidence well beyond their years. 
Their readings and reflections added a heartfelt sincerity to the 
morning, reminding everyone present of the importance of passing 
on these stories of sacrifice to the next generation.

Creating safe roads for horses is vital in rural areas where riders 
and drivers share public spaces. Horses can be easily startled 
by noise or fast-moving vehicles, so clear signage, wider road 
shoulders, and designated bridle paths help keep everyone safe. 
Public awareness about how to pass horses responsibly also 
reduces the risk of accidents.

Fiona Baldwin, a local rider and lifelong equestrian from  
Galston Equestrian Club, is conducting a survey to understand how 
many horses and riders are in our area. The results will help build a 
clearer picture of the local equestrian community and support calls 
to Council and Transport NSW for improved safety signage,  
driver awareness, and road-sharing measures.

Take the survey: https://forms.gle/ZUQ6jYMQQRhGpcnS6

Thinking of selling?

                                   
Level  /  A Kenthurst Road, Dural NSW     

Local Expertise
Competitive fees
Available   days a week

www.prestigeestatesgroup.com.au

 Call Lisa at              for a FREE Market Appraisal!

Thinking of selling?

                                   
Level  /  A Kenthurst Road, Dural NSW     

Local Expertise
Competitive fees
Available   days a week

www.prestigeestatesgroup.com.au

 Call Lisa at              for a FREE Market Appraisal!

http://www.prestigeestatesgroup.com.au
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BY LACHLAN TURNER

What Do You Know About 
Your Bushland
Readers of my Hidden In The Hills columns each month have  
been introduced to many aspects of the diversity found in the  
local Hills District bushland areas.

Over recent years I have written a selection of short publications 
relating to environmental sustainability, organic gardening practices 
and general bushland knowledge. Some of these publications have 
been prepared with younger children and adults in mind, in that 
several of the booklets contain puzzles and activities for them 
to work through, in a fun way, learning more about what may be 
discovered in local bushland areas and around the home.

This month’s column introduces the booklet entitled  
“What Do You Know About Your Bushland” which features 
Crosswords, Word Finders, Colouring In, Bird Identification,  
Jumbled Names and Observation Skills. Solutions are provided.

Some activities may be quite simple to solve, whereas others may 
require a little more thoughtful effort.

As School Holidays are approaching, the activities contained in 
this booklet could be an interesting, 
if not useful, diversion for a rainy 
day when there may not be a great 
deal to keep the youngsters busy 
for a time.

“What Do You Know About Your 
Bushland” can be accessed free of 
charge from my “FlipBook”Library, 
on-line at the following link: http://
online.fliphtml5.com/awdd/paif/

Simply enter this link into your 
preferred browser, press “enter” 
(return) and the book will open as a 
“flipbook”. Click on the arrows at the 
sides to progress through the book.
Viewing the book is best on a desktop 
or laptop using the fullscreen option.
If readers have a printer available 
there is the option to print a selected page or the entire booklet. 
Locate the “print” icon and follow the prompts.

Readers may prefer to pick up a free hard copy of this booklet at 
The Community Environment Centre, Currie Avenue, Annangrove on 
any Thursday or Saturday. A range of other free activity books with 
an environmental focus are also available.

www.dualgroup.com.au
1300 303 539

•  Mowing - Acreage  
& Domestic

• Hedging & Tree Trimming
• Weed Control

• Fertilising
•  New Turf  

Installation
• Garden Services

DuaDuall Group
Lawn & Property Services

“We Love Roofing”

“We Love Roofing”

Contact us today for your 
FREE no obligation quotes

  9654 6000 
info@roofsabove.com.au

PROFESSIONAL ROOFING SERVICES

 REPAIRS  GUTTERING
 LEAF GUARD  REPLACEMENT OF METAL 
 RESTORATIONS  AND TILED ROOFS

WWW.ROOFSABOVE.COM.AU

STARTS 
AT THE

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

https://aussiepumps.com.au/careers/
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GA
RD

EN

 Available locally
Climbing Expert & Qualified Arborist

CALL JOE TODAY

02 8999 6267 / 0475 463 597
treesdownunder.com.au

Fast & Locally Service
20+ Years Experience
Responsible Tree Removal
24/7 Emergency Tree Service
Fully Licensed & Insured

TREE REMOVAL 
LARGE & SMALL

Bromeliads for  
    Christmas
Looking for inspiration for a Christmas gift 
for someone special? Why not call into the 
Bromeliad Society of Australia meeting at the 
Federation Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground 
on Saturday, 13th of December between 
9.30am and 11am and check out the wonderful bromeliads 
available from its members.

Bromeliads come in various shapes, sizes, colours and 
some prefer the shade while others enjoy morning sun.

There are many that would be suitable for small balconies and 
courtyards and the larger ones for displaying in pots or planted in 
the garden making a statement.

If you’re not sure what bromeliad to purchase an annual 
membership may be a more suitable alternative.

Annual membership is $25 Single/Family this includes the BSA’s 
electronic newsletters or if preferred $35 Single/Family for a hard 
copies of the newsletter to be posted out.

Download membership application from the BSA’s website  
www.bromeliad.org.au

We take this opportunity to thank the many local residents who 
have supported the Bromeliad Society of Australia at our monthly 
meetings or people just pop in regularly to purchase directly from 
our members.

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and 
Safe New Year.

See you all at our first meeting on Saturday, 10th January 2026  
at 9.30am.

Happy gardening!

 9651 2102   
Mob: 0416 175 466 | Email: katrina@langlands.com.au

Langlands

Soils & Garden Mixes • Potting Mixes  •  Gravels 
Sand & Cement • Plants  •  Compost & Mulches 
Moss Wheelbarrows • Shapescaper - Modular 

Steel Garden Edging

474 GALSTON ROAD, DURAL 2158  | OPEN 6 DAYS | WWW.LANGLANDS.COM.AU

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT THROUGHOUT 2025 

Wishing you & your families a safe  
and healthy New Year. 

http://treesdownunder.com.au
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LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
A

CCO
UN

TA
N

CY

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE

09 Coarse (5)
10 Law (9)
11 Reviewing (5,4)
12 Group of experts (5)
13 �Concrete block used as an  

anchor (4,3)
15 Don't have to (4,3)
16 Poll outcomes (8,7)
18 Area near the wicket (7)

20 �Play piano, or find lake in  
NW NSW (7)

22 �Former national netball captain  
Liz --- (5)

23 �The Royal ---, a carnivorous  
white bird (9)

25 �The golden-headed ---,  
"the finest tailor of all birds" (9)

26 True up (5)

ACROSS

DOWN
01 Very cold (6)
02 Dismember (8)
03 Ruffian (4)
04 �Olympic gold, silver and bronze 

rower - and policeman (6,4)
05 Free from bias (4)
06 Pro golfer Jan --- (10)
07 "Imagine" songwriter (6)
08 �The least change produces 

competitors (8)

14 �Vessel in charge of smaller  
ones (6,4)

15 �"Sticks", former St. George 
Dragons pro footballer and  
coach (4,6)

16 Factual proof (8)
17 Prankster (8)
19 Simple and unpretentious (6)
21 Ashore (2,4)
23 Inoffensive one (4)
24 Ark wright (4)

ANSWER FROM NOVEMBER ISSUE
S

1

W
2

A G
3

G I
4

E A
5

B
6

U S
7

I N
8

G

H E W A
9

L P O

T
10

I M E B O M B O
11

N H O L D

T S J R O E T

Y
12

E M E N I I
13

M M E R S E D

F M D S I

M
14

A R K
15

W A U G H S
16

C R U
17

B

C I E A N

B
18

E A M S S
19

T A B
20

I L I T Y

S J
21

O O R

S
22

A
23

R A J E V O L
24

I M
25

P E D

G L K F S E A

B
26

R U M B Y A
27

N T I D O T E

E O L R E I E

K
28

E N N E L S B
29

R O C A D E

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26

LA
N

DSCA
PIN

G
 SERVICES 

CO
N

STRUCTIO
N

 SERVICES
AUTO

M
OTIVE SERVICES 

Specialising in Xero, 
Bookkeeping &  
Payroll Services

Keryn Stack 
0409 962 777 
keryn@accountsallsorted.com.au

accountsallsorted.com.au

0408 255 172

candcasphalt.com.au

ccasphalt1@bigpond.com

Driveway construction services

Road repair services

Subdivision asphalting solutions

The construction of new car parks and the repair of

existing car parks

Overlay solutions for damaged asphalt surfaces

Footpath installations and repairs Free quotes
45 years experience

Paul Vella

We have moved to:
Unit 22/276 New Line Road, Dural, NSW

Quality Smash Repairs

Insurance and  
Private Work

All work fully guaranteed

Free quotes  
(except third party)

Free Loan Cars

We do it the  
Logic way

m 0400 774 102
e paul@landscapelogicnsw.com.au
w www.landscapelogicnsw.com.au

lic# 347025C

http://accountsallsorted.com.au
http://brain.partners
http://candcasphalt.com.au
http://www.landscapelogicnsw.com.au
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MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73
59
4C

PH: 9072 0778

LOCAL DURAL  
ELECTRICIAN

All Electrical  
Work
Best Prices  
& All Work  
Guaranteed

Seniors/ Pensioners  
Discount
Level 2 ASP  
Electrician

Switch Board  
Repairs

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73

59
4C LI
C2

73
59
4C

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73

59
4C

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73

59
4C

PH: 9072 0779

LOCAL DURAL  
PLUMBER

All Plumbing  
Work
Best Prices  
& All Work  
Guaranteed
Seniors/ 
Pensioners  
Discount
Blocked Drains 
and Pipes

Hot Water Repairs

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73
59
4C LI
C2

73
59
4C

MOSMAN
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

PH: 9119 1349

24/724/7
EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
SERVICE

All 
Electrical 
Work

Best Prices
& All Work
Guaranteed

Seniors/
Pensioners
Discount

Phone
and 
Data

Switch
Board
Repairs

d

Mention this
ad and get
$50off LI

C2
73

59
4C

ALL TYPES OF RESIDENTIAL  
AND RURAL FENCING

Free Quotes
Repairs Welcome.

ADAM COX 0418 424 031

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBING

0459 305 360
***CALL US FOR A FREE QUOTE ON YOUR PLUMBING JOB***

HILLS DISTRICT PLUMBERHILLS DISTRICT PLUMBER
 Google 4.9 Star Rating
 Guaranteed 24/7 Fast Response
 Lifetime Labour Warranty
 15% Seniors Discount
 On Time, No Mess or you Pay $100 Less

02 9199 2612
www.reactiveplumbing.com.au

Leaking Taps • Blocked Drains • Leaking Toilets  
Burst Pipes • CCTV Inspection • Hot Water Systems • Pipe Relining

Lic. 257268C

http://pureplumbingpros.com.au
http://aussieelectricalandplumbing.com.au/electrical
http://aussieelectricalandplumbing.com.au/plumbing
http://hillsdistrictplumbing.au
http://pureplumbingpros.com.au
http://reactiveplumbing.com.au
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TREE REMOVAL  |  PRUNING 
STUMP GRINDING
LAND CLEARING 

MULCH SALES  |  FIREWOOD

ARBORIST EST. 1956

0414 635 650
info@mcardletrees.com.au

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
PLUM

BIN
G

 SERVICES
TREE SERVICES / W

A
SH

IN
G

 M
A

CH
IN

E SERVICES
G

UTTERIN
G

 SERVICES / 
PEST SPECIALISTS

PA
IN

TIN
G

 SERVICES

A NOBLE ARBORISTA NOBLE ARBORIST
Pty Ltd

Let our highly experienced and  
qualified team look after all  

your tree needs!

A NOBLE
ARBORIST
info@nobletreeservices.com.au
0403 534 168
ARBORIST
A NOBLE

Let our highly 
experienced and 
qualified team

look after all your 
tree needs!

Pty Ltd
A NOBLE ARBORIST 

0403 534 168
info@nobletreeservices.com.au

CALL 1300 095 435 or 0407 884 000
www.aalcanguttering.com Lic: 273298C

 Gutter replacement
 Downpipes
 Rainwater solutions

   Custom leaf guard  
systems for your home

OUR SERVICES

Third Generation family business 
owned & operated with 50 years 

experience, based in Kenthurst and 
specializing in The Hills and  

surrounding rural area.s 25 years warranty
ON ALL OUR RUST-PROOF ALUMINUM PRODUCTS, 
WHICH ARE ROLLED OUT ON-SITE.

Pest Control Specialists
Ants • Bees • Birds • Carpet Beetles • Cockroaches   

Mice • Silverfish • Spiders • Termites • Wasps

Sydney Wide • All Areas • Free Quotes • 7 Days a Week

Mark Owen 0423 017 515
info@accesspestcontrol.com.au
www.accesspestcontrol.com.au

Access Pest Control

Julian Parry
Director

Phone: 1300 887 417
Dip. Hort (Arboriculture) Level 5, 

Cert. Arboriculture, Dip. Horticulture
Dip. Landscape, Cert Landscape

Arboricultural Consultation
Tree & Stump Removal

Land Clearance
Specialist Tree Pruning

Fully Insured

Justin Kim

0433 233 203
www.hillsidepainting.com.au

 Interior / Exterior
  Residential / Commercial
  Water Pressure Washing

CALL NOW FOR THE BEST PRICE
Lic#264338C

 Texture
  Water Damage Repair
 Plaster Repair

Northside Washer Service
Washing Machine and Dryer
Repair and Sales
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

Graeme Shepherdson
Ph: 9457 9162
Mob: 0418 679 596

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Speed Queen and Kleenmaid Authorised Agent

PAT FEDELE
Professional Painter

Li
ce

n
se

 R
9

6
4

5
8

Local Licensed Painter in the  
Hills Shire for over 30 years -  

Fully Insured  

Free Quotes

0407 232 869

Call 02 9482 9199

 Plumbing, Drainage & Gasfitting
 Blocked Drains
 Hot Water Heaters
 CCTV - Water Jetter
 Gutters and Downpipes

scottandsons.com.au

Fast Emergency 
Service

DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

FAMILY BUSINESS 
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Lic. No: 141840c

Scott & SonsScott & Sons
PlumbersPlumbers
Scott & Sons
PlumbersOUR SERVICES

Blocked Drains | Water leaks
Gas Fitting | Hot Water

Repairs and Maintenance
Taps + Toilets

stoutsplumbingservices.com.au
0477 477 768

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER 

10% SENIORS 
DISCOUNT

http://mcardletrees.com.au
http://nobletreeservices.com.au
http://www.aalcanguttering.com.au
http://www.accesspestcontrol.com.au
http://arborpride.com.au
http://www.hillsidepainting.com.au
http://scottandsons.com.au
http://stoutsplumbingservices.com.au
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 13/276-278 New Line Road, Dural NSW |   (02) 9651 6290
  @balmoralhomessydney

WWW.BALMORALHOMES .COM . AU

MULTI AWARD WINNING  
CUSTOM BUILT HOMES

http://balmoralhomes.com.au

